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WHY THEY LEFT 
THE DISCIPLES 


FOUR LETTERS FROM FOUR WELL-KNOWN 
MINISTERS WHO WENT FROM. _ DISCIPLES’ 


PULPITS TO PULPITS IN DENOMINATIONAL 
COMMUNIONS 


BND 
AN OPEN LETTER 


TO A YOUNG DISCIPLE MINISTER CONTEM- 
PLATING ACCEPTING A CALL TO A PUL- 
PIT IN ANOTHER COMMUNION 


BY CHARLES CLAYTON MORRISON 
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Ten Big 
Reasons Why 


BETHANY GRADED LESSONS are 
being adopted by so many of the best 
schools among Disciples. 


9. 


10. Every Disciple school that uses them participates in 


DISCIPLES PUBLICATION SOCIETY 
700 E. Fortieth St. 


There is more to them—at least a third more—than is 
contained in any other series. 

They are rich, vital and full of suggestion to teacher 
and pupil. 

They are free from the sectarian spirit. 

They are soundly and fervently evangelical. 

They are truly artistic in all their illustrations. 

They are printed on better paper with better binding 
and in better taste than any other series. 

Every lesson writer is an expert of interdenominational 
reputation. 

They are a monument to the modern spirit of unity— 
several leading denominations have co-operated to 
produce them and are now using them. 

The Disciples possess full editorial rights, through the 
editor, Charles Clayton Morrison. 


and promotes a great Christian union enterprise. 


SEND FOR RETURNABLE SAMPLES. 


Chicago 





December 11, 
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Some Title Pages from the Bethany Graded Lessons. 
There are 120 periodicals in this series. 


1913 
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What They Say About Our New Weekly 
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Rev. Claude E. Hill, National C. E. Secretary— 
“This paper ought to have a wide circulation 
among the young people of our churches. I like, 
especially, your treatment of the Endeavor Topic. 
I certainly wish the paper abundant success.” 

Dr. J. H. Garrison, Editor-Emeritus Christian 
Evangelist—"I have examined The Conquest 
with care and with pleasure. If you can main- 
tain the high ideal which is so well realized in 
your first issue, you will be making a valuable 
contribution to our Sunday school literature and 
to the religious training of the young.” 

Rev. J. H. Goldner, Euclid Ave. Church, Cleve- 
land—“I like The Conquest immensely. The 
treatment of the Sunday school lesson, C. E. and 
midweek prayer-meeting topics is fresh and sat- 
isfying. In addition there is an abundance of 
readable and informing matter of a high order. 
The paper merits a hearty reception.” 

Rev. H. D. C. Maclachlan, Seventh Street, Rich- 
mond, Va.—‘“I am very much pleased with The 
Conquest. It is a good augury for the success 
of the Sunday school and the Disciples Publica- 


tion Society that you are putting out such a pub- 
lication.” 

W. O. Rogers, of the Sunday School Times Staff— 
“I have examined the copy of your new paper, 
The Conquest, with great interest. It looks in- 
teresting, which is the first requisite. Then it 1s 
interesting, which is the second. It has a fine 
tone. I predict for it a real success.” 

Dr. Loa E. Scott, Author of “The Life of Jesus”— 
“The Conquest is indeed a credit to the Disciples 
Publication Society. There is need among us 
for just such a paper, one that takes a broad out- 
look upon the world and upon the problems of the 
church and Sunday school.” 

Rev. Cloyd Goodnight, Uniontown, Pa.—‘I like the 
virility and admire the study pages of The Con- 
quest. Am sure you have a fine combination 
of page and column features, such as will make 
the paper not only attractive but valuable. It 
has the modern touch.” 

Mrs. Jessie Brown Pounds, Author—‘“I am sure 
you are putting out just the kind of a paper our 
young people need.” 


DISCIPLES PUBLICATION SOCIETY - 700-714 E. 40th St., Chicago 
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The Disciples The Disciples Publica- 
ily, tion Society is an organ- 
Publication ization through which 
: churches of the Disciples 
Society of Christ seek to promote 


undenominational and 
constructive Christianity. 

The relationship it sustains to the Dis- 
ciples is intimate and organic, though not 
official. The Society is not a private in- 
stitution. It has no capital stock. No 
individuals profit by its earnings. The 
churches and Sunday-schools own and 
directly operate it. It is their contribu- 
tion to the advocacy and practice of the 
ideals of Christian unity and religious 
education. 

The charter under which the Society 
exists determines that whatever profits 
are earned shall be applied to agencies 
which foster the cause of religious educa- 
tion, although it is clearly conceived that 
its main task is not to make profits but 
to produce literature for building up char- 
acter and for advancing the cause of re- 
ligion. 


The Disciples Publication Society re- 
gards itself as a thoroughly undenomina- 








tional institution. It is organized aud 
constituted by individuals and churches 
who interpret the Discinles’ religious 
reformation as ideally an unsectarian and 
unecclesiastical fraternity, whose common 
tie and original impulse is fundamentally 
the desire to practice Christian unity 
with all Christians. 

The Society therefore claims fellowship 
with all who belong to the living Church 
of Christ, and desires to co-operate with 
the Christian people of all communions as 
well as with the congregations of Dis- 
ciples, and to serve all. 


* * o 


In publishing literature for religious 
education the Society believes a body of 
such literature prepared by the co-opera- 
tive effort of many communions reaches a 
much higher level of catholicity and truth 
than can be attained by writers limited 
by the point of view of a single com- 
munion. 


The Sunday-school literature (The 


Bethany System) published by this house, 
has been prepared through the Society’s 
association with the writers, editors and 
official publishing houses of the Metho- 
dist, Presbyterian, 


Congregationa] and 


other communions. Fn: its mechanical and 
artistic quality, its low sélling-price, its 
pedagogical adequacy, and, still more, in 
its happy solution of doctrinal differences 
it is a striking illustration of the possi- 
bilities of the new day of: unity into which 
the church is now being’ ushered. 


+ * * 


The Christian Century, the chief pub- 
lication of the society, desires nothing so 
much as to be the worthy organ of the 
Disciples’ movement. It has no ambition 
at all to be regarded as an organ of the 
Disciples’ denomination. It is a free in- 
terpreter of the wider felloWship in re- 
ligious faith and service which it believes 
every church of Disciples should embody. 
It strives to interpret all communions, as 
well as the Disciples, in such terms and 
with such sympathetic insight as may re- 
veal to all their essential unity in spite of 
denominational isolation. Unlike the 
typical denominational paper, the Chris- 
tian Century, though published by the 
Disciples, is not published for the Dis- 
ciples alone. It is published for the Chris- 
tian world. It desires definitely to occupy 
a catholic point of view and it seeks 
readers in all communions. 
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Dr. Willett’s Latest Book 


“The Call of the Christ” 


E will give FREE of 
charge with every 
new $1.50 subscription 
to The Christian Cen- 

tury, a copy of Doctor Willett’s 
latest book, ‘‘The Call of the 
Christ.’’ This book is scholarly, 
yet simple and understandable. 
It is a positive yet persuasive 
presentation of the claims of 
Christ. It will strengthen the 
faith of those in doubt and im- 
part to every reader a satisfac- 
tory and realistic vision of the 
Master. The regular price is 
$1.00 per copy postpaid. We are 
making this special offer for a 
short time only. 





You eannot afford to miss it. 


subscriber : 


Town 


Here is an opportunity to get THIS BOOK WITHOUT COST. 


If you already have it get another copy and give to a 


friend for a Christmas present. 


address below: 


It is easy to get subscriptions for The Christian Cen- 


tury. 


All you have to do is to give to a prospective 
subscriber, or your friend, a sample copy and ask him 


Name 


to read it carefully, and the next time you speak to him 
about the matter he will be ready to give you his name 


and the $1.50 for a year’s subseripiion. 


If you already receive the paper and want the book, 
send The Century to a friend for the coming year and get 


the book yourself. 


While you think of it just get the subscriber. 
blank below and forward to us with your remittance. 


DE ak chanson 
Street Address ... 


seeueceaeb wen State 


Fill out 


Disciples Publication Society, Chicago, IIl. 
I } 


Gentlemen:—I enclose herewith $1.50 for which send 
The Christian Century for one year to the following new 


Send my copy of ‘‘The Call of the Christ’’ to the 
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The Christian Century’s Thirtieth 
Anniversary Subscription Crusade 
“Twenty Thousand New Subscribers and Twenty Thousand Dollars to Pay for Them” 


The Disciples Publication Society is now engaged in soliciting $20,000 to send The Christian Century as a gift for on: year to twenty thousand 
ministers not now subscribing. Our readers are given the privilege of maki up this list of names 


new names, including four thousand Disciple 
asked that you select the names :[ persons who possess in 


(with the exception of the ministers’ list which is made up at the office.) It is only 


intelligent interest in church life, bearing in mind that our primary interest is to secure the names of persons who, ater reading The Christian 


Century for one year, will be likely to subscribe for it on their own account for another year. 


Names suggested by Address 
for one year's gift subscription to The Christian Century 























Be sure to write very plainly or use typewriter.———Be certain of all addresses———Do not fail to give information as indicated in third col- 
umn Use this prepared blank only Do not put down the name of any Disciple: minister. 
Name. Address. Information (Do not omit this). 
Use title (Dr., Prof., Rev., Mr., Mrs., Miss) 
Mr. John Smith Chicago Junction, Mo. Farmer, Deacon, Sunday-school Supt. 
Mrs. Ralph Doe. 162 N. Lincoln St., Buffalo, N. Y. Husband a lawyer, Active in C. W. B. M. 
___&8. 8. Teacher. 
Mr. James Phelps 14 Century Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. Clerk, unmarried, Pres C. E. 
¢ 


This blank may be indefinitely lengthened by pasting an additional sheet on the bottom. 














Mail this list at once to H. E. MERRITTS, CIRCULATION MGR. THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY, 700 E. 40th St., Chicago. 
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The Present Power 


“And the power of the Lord was present to heal then downward, a mile to every inch of caliber, and 


them.” bury itself in the target a dozen miles away. 

Let us therefore hope that some people were How much of our work is futile because we have 
healed. not the spark of divine power? How much of our 

It is a fair inference that there was healing. But ecclesiastical machinery produces no product be- 
11 is not a certainty. cause we have no unction from on high? 

We may reasonably believe that there were sev- What made the power of the Lord available for 


eral healings; that this group of manifestations of healing that day? First of all, Jesus was there. 
the divine power prevents the mention of separate But Jesus was sometimes present and no one was 
cures; that this occasion in which a number of healed. “He could not do many mighty works 
men were healed in quick succession is contrasted there” in his own town “because of their unbelief.” 
with those other recorded instances in which there The disciples were there as witnesses. They 
were single cures. knew that an investigating committee had come 
But this is only an inference. It is not a cer- Cown from Jerusalem, hostile and ready to make 
tainty. The power of the Lord may be present trouble, and they did not intend that Jesus should 
and available for healing, and no one be healed. be left in need of help. Peter knew that his moth- 
There are vast reservoirs of unused power. The er-in-law had been healed, and he was grateful. 
tides ebt' and flow with power enough to turn all Peter knew that his own net had been filled, and 
the wheels on earth, and multiply their number a_ he was grateful. Peter knew that he had been | 
thousandfold, but*it is unused. The waves beat- called to a close companionship with Jesus, and he 
ing against the shores of the world’s long coast- meant to make it mean something. He looked over 
line would if utilized save all the coal and carry at the scowling scribes, the incredulous Pharisees, 
all the burdens of humanity, but it is not used. and he was ready to stand by his Master. 
The rays of the sun were used by the ancient We need a return of the Amen corner in the 
Greeks to burn a Persian fleet, but practically noth- church. We need a body of men who are ready 
ing has been done since in that direction. The to back up the minister and support his message. 
solar energy which last summer was expended The presence of the disciples there that day, testi- 
upon Kansas, burned up the corn crop, and none _ fying some of them that they had been healed and 
of it was saved to help us with next winter’s coal others that Jesus had come to them and helped 
bills. These vast sources of power are present, but them was one reason why there was healing. 
unemployed. They do not heal. They do not help. But after it was all over, there were probably 
We have not yet found the way to utilize them. some crabbed old scribes who limped back to Jeru- 
We stand at the breech of a thirteen-inch gun, salem. saying, “If I had had any faith that He 
and are shown the delicate machinery by which could help my rheumatism, I would have let Him 
it is elevated and lowered, and turned to the right try.” 


and left. It suggests wonderful power. But thus They deserved to limp. 

far it only consumes power. Very well, here on But that is no reason why we should imitate their 
the ground is a thirteen-inch shell; and here is an folly and sin. 

electric hoist whereby it may be placed within the The power of the Lord is now present for our 
gun; let us place it there. We do so, but the gun help. 

is just that much more inert; there are now 1,500 The only question is whether we are to use or 
pounds more or less to move in addition to the waste it. 

several tons that formerly were there. ‘There is This is a season when we have good right. to ex- 


no power in the shell. But here is powder, in large pect an outpouring of the Spirit of God upon our 
brown prisms, weighed and measured, and ready churches and their members. From every side come 
for the loading; let us place it behind the shell. up reports of anticipation. The tumult and the 
We do so, and close the breech, but still there is shouting over past controversies die. Brethren are | 
no power. Not till there is a spark; not till out in unity, and in brotherly love. The world seems 
of the sky there comes a tiny lightning spark, does to be awakening from its search after vanities, and 
the ignited powder communicate its captive energy to be hungering for spiritual realities. 

to the monster mechanism, and cause the long tube Now is the accepted time. 

to thrill with life and energy. Then and not till The power of the Lord is present to heal. 

then does the shell take its long curve, upward, Shall any one be healed? ih 



































































Why They Left the Disciples 


A SYMPOSIUM. 


Editor’s Note:—The suggestion made by Hugh Macdonald that The Christian Century secure statements from a num- 
ber of the ministers who have recently left Disciples’ pulpits to accept pulpits in other communions was acted upon by 
the editor who wrote to eight of these brethren requesting them to state in brief compass “Why they left the Disciples.” 


They were assured in the editor’s 


communication that 


the purpose of the request was solely in the interest of a better 


understanding of their motives and the breaking down, if possible, of the sectarian feeling with which such a step as 
theirs is usually judged. Four of the eight have responded to the request with communications of a character and spirit 


which we take pride in being permitted to set before our readers. 


The writers of these replies have all occupied promi- 


nent positions among Disciples and are, without exception, greatly beloved by a large circle of their brethren in the min- 
istry and by the congregations to which they have ministered. Their leave-taking is not an event that should be treated 
with either silence or harsh criticism. They are gracious enough to frankly bare their hearts to us; we will be not less 
gracious in according them an honest and unprejudiced hearing. Our judgment of their opinions and the wisdom of the 
course they have chosen may not agree with theirs, but their words to us are the words of earnest men who love our 


common Master and who desire above all else to make their lives count to the utmost for his Kingdom. 


All four of the 


ministers whose replies were received are now in the Congregational ministry, and two of those who did not reply are 


also in the same denomination. 
possesses significance. 


It is not to the present purpose to dwell upon this interesting fact, though it, no doubt, 
Before presenting their letters the editor desires on behalf of our readers to heartily thank these 


four pastors for the kindliness and promptness of their response to a request which by men of other than serious pur- 
pose might have been treated otherwise. 


BY CARLOS C. ROWLISON. 
T WILL BE a pleasure for me to com- 
ply with your request to tell you why 
I accepted a pulpit among the Con- 
gregationalists. I do not say, ‘‘ Why 
I left the ‘‘Diseiples’’ because, as I 
have stated to my people here, it is my hope 
that we have reached an age when such 
a move as mine is not to be considered 
as leaving one denomination for another, 
but is rather a way of adding a new fel- 
lowship to an old one. This may, of 
course, be a mere fiction of mine, and 
certainly has nothing in it for those 
members of either communion who are 
still sectarian in spirit. Indeed, I am 
very well aware that I am quite definite- 
ly repudiated by a considerable number 
of Disciples. 

‘*RESTORING PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY.’’ 

But then I have been repudiated by 
them for a long time, so that I am ex- 
periencing nothing new. That, on the 
other hand, I may retain the fine fellow- 
ship which I have long enjoyed with an 
increasingly large group of ministers and 
church workers among the Disciples, is 
one of my most cherished hopes. 

To some of these last the acceptance 
of this pulpit has, I know, given pain; 
and the hardest thing about my action 
was to be forced to inflict this pain. 
Therefore I hail with pleasure this un- 
sought opportunity to state publicly 
why I have done that which I have done. 

In the first place, let me say that I 
have sought, during the whole of my 
ministry, to make my pulpit an inter- 
preter of ‘‘the spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus.’’ I have always believed, as [ 
do most firmly believe now, that to make 
this spirit vital in men’s lives is to re- 
store primitive Christianity, and is the 
only way to bring about the genuine unity 
of Christ’s people. Hence I have be- 
lieved, and still believe, that I-was gen- 
uinely loyal to the essential plea of the 
Disciples. 

jut I do not believe, and for a long 
time have not believed, in the interpre- 
tations which have been put upon that 
plea by a large majority of the Disei- 
ples. Yet if there is anything at all of 
worth to the contention of the Disciples, 
it is that the truth is to prevail, and 
not majorities. To my mind, there is no 
truth at all in the historie position of the 
Disciples, that a certain dogmatic scheme 
of things is primitive Christianity. The 





highest representation of God in my Bi- 
ble is not that of a schemer. His meth- 
ods are not those of polities. He is a 
Father, and is Love. So that Christian- 





Rev. C. C. Rowlison. 

ity is not the propagation of a scheme 
of redemption, but is simply a way of 
life. Essential Christianity is not a dog- 
ma, but it is a vital, spiritual principle 
at work in the world for ‘‘the revealing 
of the sons of God.’’ 

If this is so, as it seems to me it is 
unquestionably so, then we may feel as- 
sured that wherever the sons of God are 
being revealed, there the vital Christian 
principle is at work. This principle 
works in a thousand ways, and undoubt- 
edly men are led by the spirit of God to 
a high manifestation of Himself in their 
lives through most devious channels. By 
such interpretations, one is led into holy 
fellowships with men in most varying as- 
sociations. 


City of God, how broad and far out- 
spread thy walls sublime! 

The true thy chartered freemen are of 
every age and clime. 

And on the other hand, in the practi- 
eal efforts of the ministry, one is led to 
use any means which will produce these 
spiritual results in the lives of those to 


whom he ministers. Hence it was easy 
for me to make use of the accepted prac- 
tices of the Disciples, just as it is now 
easy for me to adopt the accepted prac- 
tices of the Congregationalists. 

Secondly, I remained in the ministry 
of the Disciples so long as I had even the 
semblance of the liberty which I claimed 
as my right under the form of their plea. 
In fact, I never lost my liberty, but did 
lose my standing as a minister among 
the Disciples. For more than six years, 
I have been all too conscious of that 
fact. Yet I do not blame them; for the 
large majority do not accept my inter- 
pretation of the plea, and because this is 
so they naturally do not care to invite me 
to their pulpits, where the ideas of the 
majority inevitably rule. 


DISILLUSION MENT. 


When this discovery was forced inte 
my consciousness, I will admit that I 
became somewhat desperate. The love 
for the Disciples, which I had cherished 
from my earliest youth, did not easily 
yield to the disillusionment. I invented 
all sorts of artificial props for my faith 
that the Disciples were seeking, in an 
open-minded way, to solve the great spir- 
itual problems of the day, by a genuine 
return to the spirit and life and min- 
istry of Jesus Christ. I knew that a 
considerable number of the finest souis 
in the world were seeking to do this; but 
I also knew that, along with me, they 
were hanging-on for dear life to the cause 
made precious to them by childhood 
training. Along with me, they were ma- 
ligned and repudiated. And _ though 
some of them have achieved a degree of 
suecess, which I yet trust may be as 
leaven for the creation of the new day 
of the Disciples, still it was evident that 
I was not achieving any particular suc- 
cess in these later years. 

Naturally I contemplated leaving the 
ministry altogether, and did seek open- 
ings for usefulness in fields elsewhere 
which appealed to my tastes. For some 
reason, in which it seems to me now as 
though there were some great element 
of divine ordering, no door opened to 
me out of the ministry. 

The last step came about in this way. 
Upon the invitation of the President of 
the State Normal School at this place, I 
have visited and addressed the students 
and faculty each summer for the last 
four years. In this way I became ac- 
quainted with the man who had been 
pastor of the First Congregational 
Church of La Crosse for the past twen- 
ty-five years. A mutual friend, now liv- 
ing on the Pacifie coast, asked me to 
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permit him to suggest me to the retiring 
pastor as a possible successor. This 
pastor immediately wrote me a long and 
most fraternal letter, asking if I would 
be interested. This led to further cor- 
respondence and visits to La Crosse, un- 
til with the fullest understanding ll 
around of our essential points of view, 
the eall was unanimously given and 
heartily accepted. 

Let me assure you, my dear brother, 
that I have never been more conscious of 
carrying out the divine will than I have 
been in this movement. And let me assure 
you further of my confidence that the es- 
sential mission of the Disciples may be 
fulfilled by me in the pastorate of the 
First Congregational Church of La- 
Crosse, just as I believe it has been ful- 
filled in my pastorates, and in other 
positions occupied by me, among the Dis- 
ciples. And finally, permit me to express 
the hope that this act of mine may have 
some genuine influence in destroying 
sectarianism, and in bringing the Con- 
gregationalists and the Disciples into 
somewhat closer unity. Believe me al- 
ways sincerely yours, 

CarLos C. Row ison. 

First Congregational Chureh 

La Crosse, Wis. 


BY HARRY F. BURNS. 


The invitation of the Editor of The 
Christian Century to make to _ its 
readers a_ brief statement of why 
I made the change from the pulpit of the 
Disciples to that of the Congregational 
Chureh, I find myself accepting heartily. 
And I do this the more cheerfully, be- 
cause I am assured that the Editor’s 
purpose is not to bring ‘‘an erring one 
to judgment’’ but to set before his 
readers the facts in a situation which 
has eaused no little concern to some of 
us, and which I believe to be of econ- 
siderable moment in the work of the 
Disciples of Christ. It is evident that 
the answer to the question which the 
Editor has set must be found through a 
frank statement, and an honest facing 
of the facts; and these facts are largely 
matters of individual experience; there- 
fore the personal character of the fol- 
lowing paragraphs. 


EARLY EXPERIENCES, 


That several men have gone from the 
fellowship of the Disciples to the pulpits 
of other churches is the first fact to be 
faced. But let me offer no word of ex- 
planation until I have stated the facts 
of my own experience. I was cradled 
in the faith of the Disciples; my parents 
being active members of the Christian 
Chureh and myself attending its Sunday- 
school and chureh services. My college 
days were spent in a Baptist school, 
from which I graduated, but during this 
time I was a member of and regular at- 
tendant upon the services of the local 
church of the Disciples, and many was 
the time that I urged the need of Chris- 
tian union upon the attention of the 
young Baptist theologs. Then came s 
year in ‘*The Bible School’’ of Drake 
University (where I went for special 
ministerial training), and a brief pastor- 
ate during which I began to read theo- 
logical books representing a point of 
view decidedly at variance with the 
fixed system of thought to which I was 
accustomed. This led to my determina- 
tion to enter the Divinity School of the 
University of Chieago, where I found a 
spirit of free, earnest scholarship, of 
earnest inquiry, which was to me like 
the light of a new day. After gradua- 
tion I went to the pastorate of a chure! 
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of some importance in a city of one 
hundred thousand population; and with 
enthusiasm, for I believed the chureh 
to be free and open minded. I even 
dreamed of soon being able to admit the 
‘‘yunimmersed Christians’’ into the 
ehureh, as one of the ways of promoting 
Christian union, which seemed to me the 
fundamental plea of the Disciples, and 
an end greatly to be desired. 

But three years’ experience taught me 
that for the majority of people not 
only in that chureh but in the state, 
there was no road to Christian union 
except upon the basis of a fixed, dogmatic 
statement of faith. And I further found 
that to preach the gospel without putting 
it in terms of that definite statement 
was to fail of response from many good 
people in the church. Now I had come 
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to believe that this fixed and well-known 
statement of things was not adequate 
and implied an artificial definition of 
salvation. These were the bitterest hours 
of my life, for I had come to see that 
the Disciples’ plea for union was not to 
be taken at its face value in many in- 
stances for it rested upon a narrow, dog- 
matie basis, upon which its realization 
was impossible; and I had come to be- 
lieve that in most churehes of the Dis- 
ciples one would find most people un- 
prepared to appreciate any statement 
of religious truth which did not contain 
the fixed phrases to which their ears 
were accustomed. 
FURTHER STUDY. 

Then came two more years of Univer- 
sity study during which I supplied con- 
stantly various Congregational pulpits 
in city and country, and talked muebk 
with ministers in Congregational 
churches, for it had seemed to me that 
I should find in this fellowship an op- 
portunity to work for the things which 
are worthful and real in our modern 
world without the interferences erected 
by an artificial doctrine of salvation. In 
the new atmosphere it took some time to 
find myself, but my preaching met with 








(887) 7 


a response, and I enjoyed the freedom, 
the reality, of the church life. 
WHAT THE CHANGE MEANT. 

But the change was not to be made 
without hesitation. It is no pleasant 
task to sever one’s relations with his 
brethren in the chureh in which he has 
been reared, to meet the misjudgments ot 
his motives which are sure to follow in 
a group where denominational loyalty 
has been emphasized as with the Disci- 
ples. Besides, one’s fellowship and ae 
quaintance is a professional and life 
asset, not io be quickly set aside. But 
there were questions of conscience to b« 
decided. Might it not be one’s duty to 
remain and help lead the denomination to 
a more adequate cunception of its mis- 
sion? This was the crucial question, 
which some of my friends, under slightly 
different circumstances, have decided at- 
firmatively. Frankly, I saw no strategic 
position to which I might go, where with 
intellectual and moral sincerity in my 
work, I might effectively promote this 
desired end. 

At the same time I felt deeply that in 
settling the real, the crucial problems ot 
our age, discussions of theological heresy 
had little place. Before the great oppos- 
ing forees of materialism, greed, lust, 
injustice, so apparent in our life today; 
challenged as we are by an_ industrial 
order, a political activity, the spirit of 
seientifie inquiry, all of which have been 
compelled to find their guiding prine: 
ples outside the teaching of the churches, 
with the resulting indifference to the 
chureh and religion; one must feel that 
the diseussion of questions of ‘‘baptism’’ 
or any other theological heresy, is an 
anachronism. Implied in these dogmatic 
controversies is an artificial definition of 
salvation, which is impotent in the mod- 
ern world. In face of these considera- 
tions it seemed to me right to seek a 
pulpit where I might be free to address 
myself to the real problems of the age. 
That the Disciples would come to such a 
position I did not doubt (many of them 
had already arrived); but because the 
churches have been so largely built up 
by a dogmatic evangelism, the 
churehes will change more slowly, and as 
a result of the work of the public schools, 
with their scientifie spirit making im- 
possible the dogmatic presuppositions of 
that revivalism. 

PRESENT CONDITIONS OF WORK. 

I am now enjoying perfect freedom 
in the pulpit, a deep desire on the part 
of the church to help meet the serious 
moral and religious problems incident to 
a period of transition, a response to any 
pulpit message which has in it the ring 
of reality, and not only a conviction as 
to the need of unity but an earnest de- 
sire to co-operate with others in every pos- 
sible way. Into the fellowship of my 
present church have come persons from 
every evangelical church, and they feel 
at home, for the only test of fellowship 
is Christian character and purpose. This 
is to practice Christian union. 

To such a position I rejoice to see the 
Diseiples rapidly moving, as I rejoice in 
the splendid work some of my friends are 
doing toward this end. I pray that men 
may find it increasingly easy to pass from 
the pulpit of one denomination to an- 
other, for when that day comes we shall 
find the common basis upon which union 
is possible; and this interchange of pul- 
pits now increasing will hasten the day 
of the united church, and the answer of 
the prayer, ‘‘that they all may be one.’’ 

Harry Foster Burns. 
First Conzcegational Chureh, Oshkosh, 
Wis. 
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BY CECIL J. ARMSTRONG. 

The change from the Disciples to the 
Congregationalists in my case was not 
the result of a sudden impulse; nor was 
it for pecuniary gain. I| think I may 
justly claim that my record among the 
Diseiples wii! prove that it was not to 
escape hard work. My present pastorate 
is the busiest I have ever had. Finan- 
cially I have been as well off among the 
; The cause is far deeper—it 


Disciples. 
is painful to 


is a soul conviction. It 
leave the church of one’s fathers. 

A multitude of tender ties, growing out 
of labor, suffering and association, bind 
one to the past with a grip almost im- 
possible to break. After my own ex- 
perience I am not surprised that many 
who feel as I felt, remain where they 
are, hoping that the necessity of a change 
of affiliation will pass. But there is one 
problem that will not down—namely, 
the best place in which to invest one's 
life. It was that, not personal consid- 
erations, that determined my _ action. 
Now I am happy that the struggle is 
past. Not for a moment do I regret the 
change—though I miss past associations. 
I cannot but rejoice that, so far as I 
ean judge, I have not lost a friend ot 
former yeors. 

You ask, Mr. Editor, why I made the 
change. This demands a frank answer. 
In giving my reasons I do not mean 
either to east any reflection upon the Dis- 
ciples nor to assume a ‘‘superior-than 
thou’’ attitude toward that cause or its 
advocates. I trust my friends of the 
past, and all your readers, will remem- 
ber that as they read this article. 


triefly, but frankly, then, my personal 
reasons were: 
1. I beeame convineed that the Dis- 


ciples were stranded on a dead issue. 
This age is not interested in the restora 
tion of the apostolie ehureh. It needs 
and must have a twentieth century church. 
It understands that a church patterned 
after the synagogue could appeal to the 
first century. It seizes on the princi- 
ple rather than the form. Of course 
there are apostolic truths that are eter- 
nal. They are effective today, however, 
not beeause they were apostolic, but be- 
eause they can touch this age. I cannot 
see evidence that the restoration of the 
apostolic church is either possible or de 
sirable today. 


AN INCONSISTENT PLEA. 


2. I beeame convinced that the Dis 
ciples were unconsciously inconsistent or 
illogical in their plea for Christian unity. 
I could find no alternative between either 
denying the discipleship of unimmersed 
Christians or weleoming them into the 
fullest fellowship. Not only that, but I 
ean see no reason for that unless also 
baptism is made a matter of individual 
conseience. Apostolic precedent, or even 
command, cannot settle this question. 
The lexicon cannot change a doctrine into 
a moral value. Unless immersion can be 
proven to be more essential to moral char- 
acter than any other form of baptism, 
no amount of proof-texts can get this 
age interested in, or impressed with, it 
as a divine ordinance. Becoming con- 
vinced that union, with insistence upon 
immersion as a condition of church mem- 
bership (to say nothing of ‘‘salvation’’) 
was impossible, and being also convinced 
that full liberty of conscience in this 
matter was a condition of unity, what 


could I do other than that I did—seek 
a denominational affiliation where such an 
attitude may be found? 

3. I also became convinced that, even 
if the Disciple program were possible, a 
wrong method was being pursued to ac- 
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complish it. Union will never be pro- 
duced by argument. The less we talk 
about it the better. Councils have their 
value—they would have more value if 
confined to ‘‘aequaintanee’’ and social 
concerns rather than discussions of doce- 
trines—perhaps, but it has been overes- 
timated. The preaching of so-called 
‘*first principles’’ is a positive hindrance. 
HOW UNION WILL COME, 

Union can only come through the social 
passion of Jesus in the heart of the 
ehureh. In that passion our denomina- 
tionalism will lose its life only to find 
the higher life of the higher unity. When 
the denominations put into humanizing 
our industrialism and _ Christianizing 
our socialism, the time, money and effort 
that are now expended on sectarian pro- 
paganda, the unity of the chureh will be 
achieved as by a miracle. A narrow in- 
tellectualism, a cold ethicalism, a pas- 
sionless ‘‘decencyism’’ or a dogmatic 
propaganda can neither unite the chureh 
nor save the world. A hazy social vision 
will be equally vain. But a social pas- 
sion that suffers with the masses, yearns 
to redeem the criminal and dies for the 
outeast, will do both. 

I do not claim that my present de- 
nomination has reached this ideal. I do 
believe, however, that it is more nearly 
this denomination’s ideal than it is that 
of the Disciples. Certainly, in my judg- 
ment, Congregationalism is in a better 
position to bring about the unity of God’s 
people and to lead in social effort than 
are the Disciples. In fact, I firmly _ be- 
lieve that Congregationalism is in the 
position that logically the Disciples should 
have oceupied. Their effectiveness was 
largely destroyed when they turned 
from the path Congregationalism is now 
treading. 

This is a statement, not an argument 
or a criticism. Beeause I wanted to in- 
vest my life where it would count most 
in helping to solve the social problems of 
our day, in bringing about the unity of 
the chureh, and in saving the world, I 
beeame a Congregationalist. And this 
is true of others who have made a change 
of denominational affiliation. In becom- 
ing a Congregationalist I am no less a 
disciple of the Lord. 

Pilgrim Congregational Chureh. 

Superior, Wis. 


BY H. C. GARVIN. 

Why did I leave the Disciples? Be- 
cause of radical difference of views. They 
were intolera”t, t I find no fault with 
them for tha svalty to a religion and 
intolerance ti “verything opposed 
to it are but t« of the same thing. 
I only wish the es were not so loyal 
to their religioa, which I have found 
to be false in every particular. 

Men do not err so much in their rea- 
soning as in their assumptions before 
they begin to reason. Campbell adopted 
the common, popular views of God, Bi- 
ble, sin, forgiveness, salvation, ete. He 
thought of God as having institutea 
different religions at different times. The 
truth is, God had a purpose in Christ 
Jesus concerning man before the foun- 
dation of the world, and in creation God 
gave man the work that is necessary 
to the realization of that purpose. 
Everything that God has done for man 
was towards the aeccomplishmtent of this 
purpose. God never changed, never was 
taken by surprise, never was reduced 
to the necessity of employing a make- 
shift, such as religions at the best are. 
He never gave or instituted a religion. 
All religions are false and hurtful. Camp- 
bell thought the Bible was given to tell 
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us what to do to be saved. The Bible 
does not tell us wHaT to do, but How to 
do the work given in creation. 

If there were space to consider sin, 
forgiveness and salvation we should find 
that the popular conceptions are ail 
false and injurious. We will mention 
only faith. Campbell held that thai 
man has faith who accepts the state- 
ment that Jesus was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 
Mary as a historic fact. Jesus teaches 
that that man has faith who has suen 
admiration for the life and character of 
Jesus, that Jesus becomes his ideal to 
which he is continually striving to at- 
tain. Where there is no desire, to im- 
tate, to be like Jesus, there is no faith. 
Here again the difference is very great. 

DISCIPLES NOT PECULIAR PEOPLE. 

It must also be observed that each 
part of Campbell’s fundamental doctrine 
was held by some religious neighbor. Aj! 
this being so, it is strange that the Dis- 
ciples have considered themselves a very 
distinet and peculiar people. Having 
the common conceptions and beliets of 
the sectarians, why should they not be 
sectarian too? 

The New Testament teaches that Jesus 
commanded his disciples to dip the bodies 
of believers in water in the name of thie 
Father, of the Son and of the Hoiy 
Spirit for the remission of all past sins. 
As proof ef this doctrine are cited Mark 
16:16, Matt. 28:19. As corroborative are 
mentioned Matt. 3:13-1, John 3:5, 
Acts 2:39, 8:37, 9:18, 10:48, 22:16, Rom. 
6:4, Col. 2:12, Tit. 3:5, 1 Pet. 3:21. 

An examination of these passages 
shows that Matt. 3:13-15, 28:19, Mark 
16:16, John 3:5, Acts 8:37 are inter 
Very probably the whole ot 
the 8th chapter is spurious. The text of 
Col. 2:12 is corrupt. Acts 2:38, 9:18, 
22:16, Tit. 3:5, 1 Pet. 3:21 are mis- 
translated. We are told of a monk, who, 
when reading the Psalms, crossed lhim- 
self every time he met the word ‘‘maria’’ 
(seas) thinking it was Maria (Mary 
The translations of Acts 9:18, 22:16, 1 
Pet. 3:21 exhibit a like sagacity. No 
initiative use of water is here meant. 
Acts 10:48 refers to the Jewish pros 
elyte washing, and is not fairly trans- 
lated. In Rom. 6:4 the leaving out o! 
the article before ‘‘ baptismatos”’ is a seri 
ous mistake, but the chief error lies in 
the interpretation. To use this in con- 
firmation of the practice of immersion 
is certainly very bad exegesis. You will 
say, these are bare statements. Very 
true. But, if you will give me space, I 
can substantiate every one of them. 

THE QUESTION OF BAPTISM. 

Campbell passed by all the teaching 
of Jesus set forth in the sermon on thie 
mount, in the parables, in his controver- 
sies and in his life, and seized upon a 
few spurious texts and a few mistrans- 
lations and built on these a doctrinal 
structure. Do you ask why I am not 
still his follower? 

If it seems strange to any that there 
are spurious passages in the Bible favor- 
ing baptism, please remember that the 
bishops got all their power through the 
sacraments, baptism and the supper. 
Had it not been for these sacraments or 
something equivalent, we should not 
have had a pope. If the pope today had 
the opportunity to insert here and there 
in the Bible some sentences in favor of 
his power without our knowledge, do 
you think he would hesitate to do it? 
The bishops had the opportunity once 
and they used it. This fact makes earn- 
est Biblical criticism necessary. 

Congregational Chureh. 

Eldon, Mo. 


polations. 






































An Open Letter 


To a Young Disciple Minister Contemplating the Acceptance 
of a Call to the Pulpit of a Denominational Communion. 


My Dear 
WISH to write you as one between 
whom and myself there is no radical 
difference of conviction. You have 
been educated in modern schools. 
You are a reader and a student of mod- 
ern books. You have come under the in- 
fluence of the scientific method of find- 
ing out what is truth. The practical 
ideals of service and social co-operation 
which grip modern minds grip you also, 
and afford you the terms with whieh you 
define your own personal ideai and pro- 
gram. The conception of religion and 
lite—the Christ-like life in its fullness 
and depth of insight and experience 
is the conception to which your minister- 
heart has eonseerated itself. 

These, too, are my experiences and 
ideals. For both of us many of the 
old dogmas are dead. Those only sur- 
vive whieh we ean translate into the 
terms of the world-view of today. Ca! 
vin's ‘*Institutes’’ we do not read, except 
for historical knowledge as to the way 
brave minds thought through their pron- 
lems more than three centuries ago. Al- 
exander Campbell’s debates and _ his 
‘Christian System’’ we do not read ex 
cept for the same reason that we read 
Calvin and St. Augustine and Emanue! 
Kant. These men have all eontributed 
to the making of our world-view, but 
they did not have our world-view any 
more than we—you and I—have the 
orld-view of those who will be living 
fifty or one hundred years from now. 


ROTHER : 


THE MODERN SPIRIT. 

You and I feel an intellectual kinship 
0 each other Just 
heen educated under the influence of thi 
odern spirit. Under the influence of this 
modern spirit (which, incidentally, I bi 

ve to be a fresh revelation of the di 

ne spirit) new problems have arisen 


because we have 


vlich have displaced many of the old 
problems, and you and I have no interest 
longer in the old problems. One of the 
ctfeets of being edueated under the in- 
inence of the modern spirit is the loss 

interest in the inter-sectarian disputes 
about religion. Somehow we feel that 
men and women of the modern spirii 
whether they are in our sect or another 
sect are more closely akin to us than 
men and women of our own sect who 
keep on threshing out the old-straw prob 
lems which the rest of the world is busi- 
ly engaged in forgetting. 

Henee, with this loss of interest in 
denominational controversies there is«a 
marked softening down of our sectarian 
animosity. What Mr. Rowlison says in 
lis letter on another page of The Chris- 
tian Century is your conviction, and mine 
too, that the life and purpose of God 
are manifesting themselves in all the evan- 
velical denominations. We believe, in 
short, that our neighboring churehes of 
various names are churehes of Christ and 
that to be the pastor of one of them is 
to be a true shepherd of Christ’s flock. 


ONE TEST OF FRIENDSHIP. . 

In a word, we find ourselves, you and 
I. much less finieal about nice distine- 
tions of doetrine or of formal correctness 
in ecclesiastical practice than are those 
with whom the old issues and animosities 
are still alive. We feel that the great 
thing—the only thing worth bothering 
avbout in the matter of fellowship, is 
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Christian character and personal loyalty 
to the Lord Jesus Christ in devoting our 
lives to the bringing in of his kingdom. 
We look therefore upon the transfer of 
a minister from one communion to aa- 
other as a much less radical step than il 
once was regarded. And you are favor- 
ably entertaining the possibility of mak- 
ing this transfer from the Disciples to 
another communion, in the honest belie! 
that your efforts will count for more there 
than among us Disciples. 
pO NOT bo IT! 

I pray you, do not do it. And I have 
gone to the pains in the preceding para- 
graphs to define your point of view and 
to confess my own substantial agreement 
with it in order that the reasons I give 
for your remaining with the Disciples 
may not seem to come from one whose 
mind is sectarianly constituted, and thus 
alien to your own, but from one who 
holds the anost sympathetic intellectual 
and moral agreement with you. It is my 
purpose as I know it is your desire that 
I speak very plainly what is in my heart 
to say. 

I know you quite well. I have watched 
your young ministry with deep interest 
and concern. You came out of the univer- 
sity (it was not the same university 
that I attended, but all universities are 
the same today in that if a man really 
gets INTO them at all he 
with the modern spirit) newly possessed 
of these views that I have just been 
describing. You felt the sharp contrast 
between your views and the way in whieh 
the ‘‘fathers’’ taught. 1 fear that you have 


comes away 


let your soul become somewhat eynieal. 
You have approached your people from 
above. You have ‘‘talked down’? to them. 
You lost interest in the general brother 
hood. 

I have not seen your face often at ow 
conventions—I do not remember seeing 
you even once at a national convention, 
and when I have seen you at our smaller 
gatherings I have observed that you held 
yourself aloof, in a fashion. You were 
to be seen most of the time with a con- 
genial friend or a clique of like-minded 
spirits, and I always had the feeling 
that you were not getting into the spirit 
of our conventions very far. You seemed 
to be an outsider, critical, except when 
one of your own kind of men spoke, and 
holding yourself detached, for the most 
part, from the things that were gving on. 

A MISTAKEN CONCEPTION. 

Many times I have wished that you 
did not assume this air of sophistication, 
of disillusionment. I have wished that 
you would enter heartily into the larger 
human communion whieh such gatherings 
afford. I felt that you were, all the 
time, building up a distorted, unjust and 
false conception of our people, due al- 
together to the fact that you were look- 
ing at us with a mind in whieh we had 
not been given a fair chance to register 
our true character and spirit. It is only 
secondarily for our sake that I deplore 
this attitude on your part. It is primari- 
ly for your own sake, for your happiness 
and your fruitfulness in the ministry, 
that I deplore it. 

Not many weeks ago a young man of 
about thirty-five years came to me to talk 
about entering the ministry of the Disei- 
ples. He was and is yet the pastor of 
a Congregational church. He was full 


of complaints on account of the narrow- 
ness of his denomination. It was not 
through any clairvoyance of mine but 
beeause I had known him personally for 
some years that I diagnosed his ease 
as due to much the same primary cause as 
that to which I am now tracing your 
discontent. He was cynical about his 
own people. He had had trouble witi 
two or three heresy hunters in his con 
gregation. He was somewhat suspected 
in the denomination. He believed the 
Disciples were a more open-minded peo- 
ple, and that he could find the liberty 
with us that he yearned for. 

Now I am convinced that he would 
have found, liberty with us Disciples, but 
I am likewise convinced that unless he 
left his eynieal spirit behind him and 
threw himself into the practical enter- 
prises of our people with a will he would 
soon get into trouble through the exer- 
cise of his liberty. That spirit will get 
one into trouble anywhere. And_ the 
opposite spirit, the spirit of co-operation 
and hearty fellowship, will make one at 
home anywhere. 

MUST AVOID EXAGGERATION. 

I wish to avoid exaggeration. I do 
not mean to say that you have developed 
a chronie ease of ecclesiastical cynicism 
But I do say that your attitude helps 
more than anything else to account for 
many of the irritations you suffer in your 
present pastorate. You are irritated 
mainly (not altogether) because your at 
titude irritates others. 

What we see is determined by the open 
mind with which we appereeive—that is 
a facet of psychology well-known to you, 
and no man ean fairly see the Disciples or 
the Congregationalists or the Christian 
Endeavor Society or any social group if 
he allows local or personal experiences 
to bias his vision. 

This open letter to you is appearing 1% 
The Christian Century simultaneously 
with four letters written by four men 
who have left the Disciples for the pul 
pits of denominational communions. | 
ask you to read these letters carefull¥ 
and tell me candidly if the writers’ con 
ception ot the Disciples is in any single 
ease a fair one. I hesitate to do this 
beeause the first inference you will make 
and other readers will make from my re- 
quest is that I am intending to explain 
the disaffection of these brethren by the 
‘act that they allowed themselves to fail 
into such an unsympathetie and cynical 
attitude as I have discerned in you. But 
I disavow any such purpose. There are 
many other possible causes of such a 
mis-reading of the facts about our broth- 
erhood ‘besides the one I find in you, and 
I am far from attributing this particu- 
lar cause to the others. There must be 
no doubt in your mind or in their mind or 
in any reader’s mind on this point. I 
am not diagnosing their eases. I am 
diagnosing yours. But the symptoms are 
much the same in all your eases—if I 
may judge from the long letter you 
sent me, which I have read afresh in 
the light of .these published communica- 
tions. 


INADEQUATE CONCEPTIONS. 

As I read these published letters I am 
amazed at tie inadequate conception of 
the Disciples that is implicit in them. 
These good men—personal friends of 
mine, every one, and equally fair-mind- 
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ed, 1 dow not doubt—seem to see a wholly 
different picture of our people than I see. 
I cannot help thinking that their view of 
the Disciples is colored greatly by their 
own personal experiences and local obser- 
vations. Perhaps they would themselves 
eoneede the truth of this. It is inevit- 
suggested a few paragraphs 
back, that their observations would be 
colored by their ‘‘appereeption mass,’’ 
to use a technical term with which you 
And in the forming 

mass’’ personal 
have played per- 


able, as I 


are quite familiar. 
of this ‘‘apperception 
and local experiences 
haps the largest part. 

Here is Rev. Mr. Garvin. He left the 
Disciples nearly twenty years ago. OF 
the four whose published letters are be- 
fore you he probably endured the most 
suffering of all. The ‘‘Garvin case’’ was 
a very bitter controversy. He was a 
teacher in Butler College and_ took 
an unacceptable position, as I vaguely 
recall it, on the relation of faith and re- 
pentance and on the New Testament 
teaching concerning baptism. There is 
no doubt in my mind that he suffered 
grave injustice. He may have been some- 
what indisereet, somewhat brash, in his 
statement of views, but the intense tem- 
per which his teaching excited was whol- 
ly disproportionate to the seriousness of 
his ‘‘heresy,’’ even if taken at its worst. 
The iron still rankles in his soul. He bears 
no love at all for the Disciples. His let- 
ter bristles with defiance and vindictive- 
ness. Perhaps you and I would feel as he, 
apparently, feels if we had had his ex- 
perience. 

DECISION NOT DELIBERATE. 


The other three writers, Rev. Messrs. 
Burns, Rowlison and Armstrong, have 
but recently left us. They, too, bave had 
personal experiences of mal-adjustment 
in their pastoral relations. They write 
with an evident attempt, which is by no 
means wanting in Mr. Garvin’s letter 
also, to avoid unjust and ungracious char- 
acterizations of the body from which they 
have withdrawn. But the point I am 
getting to is this: I want to disnel the 
illusion from your mind that these men 
sat down in the cool and weighed the 
merits of the Diseiples and the Congrega- 
tionalists against each other. They did 
nothing of the kind—no more than did a 
Baptist minister who recently united 
with us Diseiples and with whom I talked 
the other day. I asked him why he had 
come to us. The one definite reason he 
eould give was that he liked our way of 
having the communion every Sunday! 
Pressing him for further and more sub- 
stantial reasons I got this: that the Dia- 
ciples needed the spiritual interpretation 
of the gospel he felt he was able to give 
us! Still skeptical, but without betray- 
ing it, I kept on my inquiry until I learned 
that his personal experiences in his local 
Baptist church or churches had led him 
to believe that he could do better work 
elsewhere. There was no great passion 
for Christian unity in his soul. No clear 
vision of the great task we Disciples feel 
called upon to work at. There was, it 
seemed to me, no really adequate reason 
why he should have joined with us rather 
than with any other body. 

So likewise your present willingness to 
consider a call to a denominational pul- 
pit is due to your personal and local situ- 
ation. You won’t concede that, for it is 
much more heroic to give a theological is- 
sue as the reason. And when you set out 
to find a theological issue you put your- 
self in a position where you do not see 
the Disciples as they really are, and your 
interpretation of them, like the interpre- 
tations suggested in these four letters be- 





THE 


fore us, does not take into account the 
most essential lacts. 

There are two essential facts, all of 
them. very clear to my vision, which are 
entirely missing from the picture of the 
Disciples seen by these four writers, and 
from your picture also. I have not space 
to do more than suggest them and leave to 
your trained imagination the task of fill- 
ing out the picture. 


ONE FACT DISREGARDED. 


The first is the fact that the Diseiples 
have changed. It is inevitable that we 
should change. We are children of our 
age, just as Alexander Campbell was a 
child of his age. We do not believe as 
Alexander Campbell believed. By ‘‘we’’ 
I do not mean just you and I, but the 
Disciples generally. We honor Camp- 
bell; we are indebted to him; but we do 
not follow him. He does not master us, 
we master him. Mr. Campbell is not 
read among the Disciples today. The 
time was when every minister sat at his 
feet avd even every lay convert to the 
‘*Reformation’’ was familiar with his 
writings. 

Candidates for our ministry graduate 
from our ‘‘ Bible Colleges’’ who have 
never read a line of Alexander Camp- 
bell. I am told that the majority of the 
eraeduate students from ‘‘our’’ seminar- 
ies who enter the Divinity House of the 
University of Chicago (our single gradu- 
ate institution) are totally unfamiliar 
with the writings of the younger Camp- 
bell, and that many do not know the 
Declaration and Address from the Deelar- 
ation of Independence! 

Mr. Garvin says he left the Disciples 
because he could not be a follower of 
Cainpbell in the latter’s teaching on bap- 
tism. 

Mr. Armstrong says he left because 
the Disciples, he believes, are ‘‘ stranded 
on « dead issue,’’ the restoration of the 
form of the apostolie ehureh. 

Mr. Rowlison says he left because to 
his mind ‘‘there is no truth at all in the 
historie position of the Disciples that a 
certain dogmatie scheme of things is 
primitive Christianity.’’ 

And Mr. Burns says he left beeause he 
could not preach the gospel in a Disciple 
pulpit unless he east it into the artificial 
mould of a fixed and well known and ae- 
cepted formuia—I presume he alludes to 
‘‘faith, repentance and _ baptism’’—to 
make it palatable to the minds of his con- 
grezation. 


DISCIPLES HAVE CHANGED. 


I cunnot let you read these eharacteriz- 
ations of the Disciples without calling 
your attention to their inadequacy. They 
omit the essential fact, the fact that the 
Disciples have changed. One rarely hears 
a Disciple minister preach Campbell’s 
position on baptism. The prevailing tone 
of voice is one of apology for the ex- 
treme position taken by him on this sub- 
ject. There are others, many others, and 
you ane I are among them, who say 
straight out that Alexander Campbell 
was li error, in radical and fundamental 
error, in his teaching on baptism. The 
ministers and teachers who are today 
leading our people are much more nearly 
in accord with your views on baptism 
tha: with Campbell’s views. 

As to the artificial scheme of salvation, 
the restoration of an assumed authorita- 
tive ‘‘aneient order’’ of things, and the 
undeviating use of a fixed formula, I 
know of no social body a million and a 
quarter strorg and a good round century 
old that is hurrying so fast to leave cer- 
tain things behind it as the Disciples are 


CHRISTIAN CENTURY 


December 11, 1913 


hurrying to leave behind them the legal- 
ism implied in those ideas which these 
writers regard as the essential stock of 
eur people. Our preaching is becoming 
more and more vital, inward and social, 
as much so, I sincerely believe, as Con- 
eregational or Presbyterian preaching. 

I sat in the great congregation of Dr. 
Charles 8. Medbury in Des Moines, Ia., 
two weeks ago. I must not let my pen 
hegin to deseribe the deep impression his 
sermon made upon my soul. It was a 
sermon that Alexander Campbell could 
not have dreamed of, not because Camp- 
bell was not a master-preacher, but be- 
cause it was pregnant with the ethies of 
today—the personal idealism, the new 
social imperative and a wonderful sense 
of spiritual reality. Doctor Medbury is 
a Disciple, but not a follower of Campbell, 
yet he is usually classed as ‘‘conserva- 
tive’’ by partizan-minded ‘‘liberals’’ 
who love to make those distinctions. He 
has mastered Campbell. Carried by the 
holy spirit of this age, he has transcended 
him. 

Of the eleven major colleges of our 
brotherhood the presidents of nine of 
them are men who have been trained in 
modern universities and have substan- 
tially the same point of view that you and 
I hold. Nine-tenths of the faculty mem- 
bers of these colleges are the same kind 
of university-trained men and women 
who carry into their work the spirit 
and method of modern scholarship. 

Our churehes demand that their col- 
leges shal! produce modern-minded men 
to fill our pulpits. There are few con- 
gregations especially in the more pro- 
gressive communities, that nowadays- can 
be satisfied with a legalistic gospel. They 
demand a vital, a spiritual and a social 
message. The great body of the Disci- 
ples today are as unlike Mr. Campbell 
us the Congregational church of today is 
unlike Cotton Mather or Jonathan Eid- 
wards. 


THE SECOND FACT. 


The seeond fact disregarded by these 
good men who have left us is that the ex- 
treme agitation, the anguish and the tem- 
porary miscarriage of the purposes of 
our people in the past two decades has 
been due to no essential doctrine which 
they held but to the wicked machina- 
tions of a very powerful private insti- 
tution. 

If I am to deal squarely with you, if I 
am to avoid doing injustice, on one hand, 
to these brethren who have left us and, 
on the other, to the Disciples themselves, 
I must let that full-packed paragraph 
stand just as I have written it. There 
has been agitation in all the religious 
world over the clash of the old with the 
new world-view. But there has not come 
under my observation, outside of the Ro- 
man Chureh, a single free religious com- 
munion in which the agitation has been 
so extreme, so distressful, so bitter, so 
sinister, as among the Disciples of Christ. 
The explanation of this unmatched condi- 
tion isnot found in the Diseiples’ doe- 
trines nor mental temper, for the Disei- 
ples have always regarded themselves 
as progressive and open-minded, and did 
themselves in their earlier period suffer 
the charge of rationalism, of unitarianism 
and of breaking down the authority of 
the Bible. 

Allowing for a certain amount of nat- 
ural tension in the elash between the old 
and the new, involving inevitable suffer- 
ing on the part of some pioneers; allow- 
ing also for the errors of judgment and 


; 


(Coneluded on page 16.) 
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From New York to Beirut 





Beginning a New Series of Oriental Sketches. 


HE necessity for speed is all 
too often a distinet misfortune 
in our American life, and I have 
felt this fact many times since 

leaving New York; as we have seen San 
Miguel, the main island of the Azores 
group, slip past, allowing us only a 
vlimpse of fertile, terraced fields, green 
woods eapping tall hills, and clusters of 
white stueeo-houses which have a quaint- 
ly weleoming look; as Gibraltar has 
loomed up before us like the grim giant 
it is, forbidding to the unfriendly, but 
sure to interest the traveller, and then 
has been quickly lost in the sea mist; 
and as we have barely touched the lan: 


at Naples before rushing to another 
ship. But when vessels leave Mediter- 


ranean ports but once a week, one can- 
not afford to risk connections, and so we 
have sighed as we steamed past appeal- 
ing bits of scenery, and have hoped for 
better Iuck next trip—the traveller’s 
daily comfort. 


FELLOW VOYAGERS, 

This has been, on the whole, a de- 
lightful voyage, despite the assertions of 
a few still, white-faced figures gettinz 
full value of their deck chairs and won- 
dering why people insist upon asking 
they feel. Three meals and three 
lunches a day, aided by sundry baskets 
of fruit and boxes of candy have suc- 
ceeded in keeping up most of our droop- 
ing spirits, and jolly companions have 
done the rest. There are nearly thirty 
persons on the Barbarossa bound for 
some field of missionary work, and we 
enjoy to the full association with such 
families as those of President Bliss of 
Syrian Protestant College, whither sev- 
eral of us are bound, Dr. Reed of the 
United Presbyterian School at Assiut, 
Egypt, and his helpers, Professors Owen 
and Galloway. Every morning we have 
prayers led in turn by the different men 
of the party, and the few moments of 
worship have been most helpful to all 
of us, especially, perhaps, to the younger 
men going out for the first time to an 
unknown work. 

We have had the pleasure, also, of 
meeting a Jesuit priest and five of his 
students going to their training school 
at Innesbruck, Austria, to spend several 
years of their preparation for profes- 
sional positions. The entire course can 
be completed in fifteen years, if a man 
is industrious, and demands in addition 
to the rule of ‘‘Latin or silence’’ in all 


how 





A -LEISURELY AFTERNOON ON 





THE UPPER DECK. 


BY HERBERT L. WILLETT, JR. 


school work, deep study of science, phil- 
osophy, and chureh history. The men 


were a very attractive group of young 


college graduates and we found it diffi- 











On the Barbarossa. 


cult to understand how they could study 

in any line for so long a time without 

finding a host of facts to shake their 

belief in Catholic infallibility. 
SHIP-BORED. 

Although very inventive in looking for 
amusements, we were constantly pur- 
sued by hard luck: all tennis balls went 
overboard; the shuffleboard sticks were 


broken; someone stole the quoits; the 
beanbags broke and the beans were 
seattered. In the end we were reduced 


to playing tiddle de winks, and it was 
truly a fascinating sight to watch gray 
haired matrons and corpulent gentlemen 
gather round the small wooden pot on 
a rug spread out on the main deck and 
while away the time shooting smail 
colored disks here and there in an at- 
mosphere charged with excitement. 

At this season of the year people from 
Lower Egypt are returning from Europe 
and the Prinz Heinrich, from Naples to 


Alexandria, was crowded to the sinking 
point with Englishmen and their pipes, 
Frenchmen and their cigarettes, and 
duck-clad_ orientals wearing the tar- 
boosh or fez. This headgear is never re- 
moved, so far as I have been able to ob- 
serve, and certainly the dining-room, the 
church service, the presence of ladies 
and the trials of seasickness have no 
power over this strange but convenient 
sort of hat. The cosmopolitan crow: 
was a jolly one, however, and some of 
us who slept on deck to escape the heat 


of inside cabins found that no sooner 
did the English contingent cease har- 


monizing in American ragtime than the 
Egyptian passengers were astir for their 
morning stroll and smoke. 


COALING THE SHIP. 


One thing that every passenger to 
port looks forward to with interest is 


the coaling of the ship. No sooner were 
we anchored in the harbor than four 
large barges were dragged alongside and 
swarms of figures black as coal dust 
could make them raised planks from 
the piles of coal to our engine room port 
holes and formed in line earrying up 
baskets of the dust or large chunks of 
the fuel, always on their heads, then 
running down another plank to where 
new loads awaited them, singing con- 
stantly a doleful but rhythmic refrain. 
Every cabin port hole on board had to 
be securely closed to keep out the clouds 
of coal dust which were thrown up as 
high as the deck, and when we tried tu 
get pictures we found umbrellas and eye 
protectors very necessary. 

When the coal was all loaded small 
row boats came to carry the workmen to 
another task. They swarmed on board 
and perched themselves on the sides of 
the little craft, shoulder to shoulder, 
huddled close together like so many 
birds of ill omen on a death bark. We 
could not help feeling a shudder of re- 
pulsion as we watched these men who 


had lost all human semblance behind a 
mask of black, floating slowly and 


silently over the water in their little 
boats. Many other times I have seen 
coal loaded by hand, but never before 
have I felt as though black ghosts were 
doing the work. 

We landed at Port Said just long 
enough to recognize the business meth- 
ods of a restaurant devoted to tran- 
sients. Mindful of the inexpensive ices 

(Continued on page 16.) 











TIDDLE-DE-WINKS ON SHIPBOARD. 
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EDITORIAL 


DEMOCRATIC CONVENTIONS. 


HE Body of Christ is a denweratic body. Reeent devel 
opments in the manner of holding the Disciples conven 
tions are in the direction of greater democracy. Our 


They 


The programs and most of the 


conventions have not been democratie. have been see 


retarial conventions. business 
various missionary soci 
business transacted. No 
the attendants at 
went to and to 
had provided for them. 
among 
men in the communion. But 


ean afford to trust 


secretaries of our 
little 
upon 


originated with the 


eties. There has been very 


sense of responsibility rested these 


national gatherings. The peop! hear enjoy 
what the 

Our 
the ablest 


no great 


secretaries, for the most part, 


secretaries have done their well. They are 


and most trustworthy 
body like the 
interests to 
} 


part 


Disciples of Christ 
an oligarehy composed even of our 
resident in the 


its organized 


yest men. The wisdom 


than the wisdom resident in a few picket 


most devout and a 


whole body is greater 


leaders. 


We need democratic conventions. In order to be democratic 


the members of the convention must be representative, and 
they must be responsible. 

They must be responsible. Coming up te a national gath- 
ering merely as individuals, prompted by a mixture of motives 


the pleasure of the trip, the enjoyment of the speeches, the 


amicable desire to be of help to the cause—no convention con 


stituted r these individuals that happen to be present 


i rely ol 


will take its responsibility seriously. It will not aet seriously. 
It will be satisfied to have questions settled without debate 
It will be a crowd, not a convention. 

If our conventions are to be responsible they must be repre 


stand for 


should 


hould 


sentative. The membership of a convention 


! 


somethine besides its own individual opinion. It s repre 


sent the judgment and will of the ehurehes. The individuals 
taking part in a convention should stand tor and speak for 
the churches. This does not nean that on every issue the 
delegate’s judgment will agree ith his constitueney’s jude 


ment, but it means that he will try faithfully to consider the 
will of these whom lv represent If his eonseienece disagree 
vith the will of his constitueney he ean resign. If his course 
is disapproved by those who elected him they will eleet another 

next time. But every argument for a democratic 


in his plaec 


demoeratice institution 


affairs of the 


procedure in the affairs of everv other 
holds with full 


Body ol 


EPISCOPALIANS AND DISCIPLES. 


nathies 


force in the eonduet of the demo 


eratie Chri t 


rethren of othe will le 


E can only péead that our ore 
patient with us. The spirit of true Christian ac 
| We » pot so 


ing in this Church are 


rd is spread 
arrogant as we appeal 


but we are excessively conservative. 


With the 
The ( 


every 


spirit of this closing paragraph of an editorial in 
sineere secker after Chi 


The Churchman is try 


istian unity til 


hurchman every 


will 
ing to interpret the backwardne 
some of those steps toward a united Chureh whieh most Chris 


denomination syinpathize,. 


ss of its communion in taking 


tians of other names regard as obviously the right steps to 
take. It feels the need making an explanation to the rest 
of the Christian world for the strange position in which the 


when it pleads for Christian 
The editorial discloses the 


his own 


Episeopal Chureh places itself 
unity and deelines to practice 1t. 
breadth of mind. He teels the 
but he is also conscious of the temper of other Chris- 


talks 


editor’s temper ot 


people, 
knows what is expected of a communion that 
And he pleads that the Chureh at large 
charge their strange 
‘excessive not to arrogance. 

us among the Disciples have had often enough the 
same of chagrin which lies at the basis of this Episeo- 
palian editor's plea for his people. Dr. Peter Ainslie, for ex- 
meetings Oi the Federated Council where 


tians. He 
ardently of unity. 


will have patience with his echureh and 
inhibitions to conservatism ”’ 


Some ol 


sense 


ample, going into the 
the thirty constituent communions had all paid their share to 


at the Council, except one eolored denomination 


the expense 


and the Diseiples of Christ, musi have had the same feeling, 
No doubt he made some apology, like that of the editor of 
The Churehman, in which he sought to find a euphemistiec 
word or phrase to use in place of ‘‘indifference,’’ or ‘‘inertia,’’ 
‘*arrogance.’’ 

‘*Exeessive conservatism ”’ 


self-sufficieney,’’ or 
word. 


or *‘sectarian 
Perhaps he found such a 


would hardly suit our people, would it? We stand so con- 
sciously for progressive ideas. What would the word be? 
Tell us, honestly, Doctor Ainsiie, what you do say in ex- 


planation! 
How do 
ference ? 


you defend us from the charge of sectarian indif- 


A SURGEON’S DIAGNOSIS. 
UGH MACDONALD thinks 


ministers from Disciples’ 
communions 


number of 
pulpits to the pulpits o! 
denominational salls rather for a re-ex- 
amination of the temper and practices of the Disciples than 
ministers that have left us. 


the passage of a 


for harsh condemnation of the 
He thinks they have suffered much in leaving our fellowshiv, 
that they were made to believe their 
usefulness was at an end in the communion in whieh they 
had spent their lives. As their problem developed it seemed 
to them that they were reduced to the practical necessity 
work if they remained 
were to continue in the minis- 
they must 
of a communion affording them toler- 
ance thei 
While not wholly ignoring the personal equation in most of 
the over irritability of the 
the Disciples’ 
luck being able 
temperament and 
situation is certainly 


and went because they 


secular (or semi-seeular) with 
the Diseipies, and that if they 
effective and adequate 


lives in the service 


doing 


try, in relation inves! 


their 


any 


and room to work out ideals in freedom and peace, 
preache~, 
and what 
to find a 
message Mr. 


these eases of withdrawal 
his imperfect insight into program, 


might be ealled sheer bad in his not 


congregation suitable to his 


Macdonald's diagnosis of the sound and 


beneficial. He eannot tolerate the suggestion that men wh» 
believe in the divine leadership of Jesus, and who desire with 
holy passion to preach Him as the Saviour of a lost world, 
should be able to say that they find more freedom in their 


ministry in any other communion than is afforded them among 
the Disciples of Christ. 

this suggestion has any basis in fact it is, as every 
plea for Christian union in 


Of course, if 
Disciple of Christ who takes thx 
dead a serious commentary on the temper of! 
this Christian union movement. If our fellowship is not broad 


earnest knows, 


nough to inelude and to inspire sueh men as have recently 


left us we are in a sorry positicn as pleaders for Christian 
union. 

Our esteemed contributor wonders if we are more than or 
other than an eeclesiastical denomination ourselves. He has 


people 
time. 


most of our 
the last 
body today. 


raised an old question, a question which 
imagined had been discussed for 


before our 


predably have 
In our 
If we 


and be 


opinion it is the livest issue 
are to suceumb to the denominational order about us 
ourselves a denomination like the others—but unlike 
scripturally right while they are wrong!—it is 


being 
sc, frankly, to ourselves and to the Chris- 


us to say 


them in 
time for 


tian world. 

Sut if we are intending to hold firmly to our undenomina- 
tional purpose, and to preach and practice Christian unity, 
it is time for us to remove fror our minds some ideas and 


from our organization some customs that are radically incon- 
sistent with such an intention. 

Certainly our only hope of retaining the allegiance of many 
other edueated young men who ure likewise contemplating the 
step across the denominational horder line is to make indis- 
putably good our claim to have abandoned the whole de nomina- 
tional order of things and to stand solely upon the essentials 
of the Chureh of Clarist. 

If we make good that 
beggarly elements of denominaticnalism without moral disobe- 


claim, no man ean leave us for the 


dience to the heavenly vision. 































































































THE UPWARD CALL. 


E NEED to be on guard when we talk about the changes 

W made for usin the Revised Version. There is some dan- 
ger that we shall get the impression that these changes 

are more in number and greaterin imporance than is the ease. 
King James’ version of the Bible, which we call the Authorized 
Version, is a good translation. We could have gotten on very 
well if we had no better. Its inaccuracies are not of the sort 
that affect seriously any vital question of faith or conduct 
Nevertheless, we have rightly determined never to be satisfied 
with any translation of the Bible less than the very best. For 
this reason there never can be a final translation of the English 
Bible. It is a book written in a foreign language and the orig- 
inal manuscripts are lost and we have to learn it through an 
almost bewildering number of later manuscripts, some better 
and some worse. For centuries to come there are likely to be 
occasional discoveries of manuscripts or versions which give 
us new shadings of Biblical meaning, and it will always be our 
duty to keep our translation abreast of our greatest and latest 
knowledge. 

There is an unimportant but still very interesting shading 
of thought in Paul’s word about ‘‘pressing toward the goal for 
the prize.’’ The Authorized Version says, ‘‘The prize of the 
high ealling.’’ That is not an inaccurate translation, but the 
Revision gives this interesting shade, which more nearly repre- 
sents the thought of the original, namely, that it translates it, 
‘‘the upward ecalling.’’ 

It is not to be pretended that this change represents any 
radical modification of our thought, but the change is interest- 
ing none the less. It is not as though the high calling were 
something stationary and inflexible. The significance of the 
change lies in the fact that the upward call is relative and pro- 
eressive. It is indeed a ‘‘high ealling,’’ but that does not tell 
the whole story. It might be too high for us. It might be, and 
in a sense it must be, so high that we shall say of it in awe, 
‘It is too wonderful for me. It is high; I cannot attain it.’ 

There is a sense in which that must be true of everything 
relating to God. ‘‘ His ways are not our ways, nor His thoughts 
our thoughts.’’ This might be said for our discouragement, and 
therefore a calling that is high, as God is high, might be in the 
nature of the ease a calling impossible for our attainment and 
discouraging in the fact that it was expected of us. 

That is not the kind of high calling we have in the text. It 
is higher than we are; it is an upward call. It is a call to 
something above our present level. It is a call that finds us 
where we are and becomes the goal of our present attainment. 
It is not a faint shout from an impossible distance; it is a voice 
from just above. 

But it is also a call that continues to be high. It is a call that 
is perpetually upward. Neither we nor God stand where a level 
once attained by us becomes a spiritual finality. God is still 
higher and we ourselves may reach higher. This is something 
well worth thinking. 

There was a good old hymn: 


‘*Jesus, my All, to heaven is gone, 
He, whom I fixed my hopes upon; 
His track I see, and I will pursue, 
The narrow way till Him I view.’’ 

That is one aspect of the truth, but it is not the whole truth. 
Jesus has gone to heaven, but He is not hopelessly out of our 
sight. His Word still is with us, ‘‘Lo! I am with you alway.’’ 
He is just above and beckoning us upward. 

The old pictures of the Ascension were beautiful and inspir- 
ing, but there was an immeasurable distance between the Lord 
far yonder among the clouds and the wondering, lonely disci- 
ples on the ground below. Fritz Von Uhde, in his fine render- 
ing of the same subject, gives a somewhat different impression. 
Jesus is ascending, but not hopelessly far above the disciples 
They still can almost reach Him, still they feel the warmth of 
His fellowship, the inspiration of His beckoning invitation. 
Something like this is the message which the Apostle Paul brings 
to us in that remarkable passage. We are pressing onward for 
the prize of the high calling. 














THE FACT OF DIVINE AUTHORITY. 


OD the Almighty Father is the author of our being and has 
C; the right to expect our obedience as his children. 
This sounds like a cold affirmation of a truth in theo 
logy; but it is warm with the life of glad obedience when its 
full meaning is practically recognized by living men. Our 
modern religious life stands in sore need of the reeovery of a 
sense of responsibility to the great God who has the right to 
command the allegiance of his children. Religion is strong and 
conquering when it expresses itself under the sanction of re- 
sponsibility to God. Our Christian thought today is not mas- 
tered as it ought to be by the truth that the living God is the 
Creator and Lord. We are responsible beings. Duty still rests 
on the fact that God made the universe and created man in his 
likeness in order that order and strength might mark human 
life. We live under the reign of law. God is sovereign over 
the universe that owes its being to him. The sanction of a 
happy life lies in this fact. Instead of fearing this truth it 
ought to be most weleome to every Christian. It gives the sense 
of peace and it furnishes the grounds of confidence and joy. 
God is our King and our Father. 


BEAUTIFUL THINGS IN A CITY BLOCK. 
N A DREARY street in the dullest part of a dingy city noi 
| long ago a mother and her little boy went out to do an errand. 
It was a gray day as they started and the mother said to the 
boy: ‘‘How many beautiful things do you think we ean find 
in the first block?’’ And the boy said: ‘‘Let’s eount!’’ So 
they watched sharp for beautiful things in their walk through 
an ugly city block. That night the boy told of what had been 
done, and he said: ‘*We counted eleven.’’ It is a real test of 
vision to see eleven beautiful things in walking the length of 
a city block; yet there are as many as that to be seen; we 
are sure from the confident tones of the boy who saw them, 
every one. 


THE CROSS A SYMBOL OF SERVICE. 


E have so long associated the cross with the idea of sac- 
it is elear that the basis of service is sacrifice. Jesus gave his life 
for the world, and this was the greatest possible service that 
he could have rendered mankind. Sacrifice may be regarded as 
an end in itself. When it is so considered it fails to claim for 
itself a source of power that belongs to it by native right. Ail 
true self-dedication is for an end, which is the betterment of 
the world. Sacrifice is justified by the fact that through it 
something is done for the life of others. Jesus made the cross 
the symbol of the serving life. 


A FEDERATED CHURCH WEEKLY. 
T HE Christian Commonwealth is the name of a large eiglit- 
ported that it is receiving subscriptions at the rate of one thou- 
sand a week. It is distinetly Christian in its make-up, and with- 
out a note of sectarianism in it. It earries a splendid class 
of advertisements, but leaves out the abominable patent medi- 
cine displays, the shame of so many otherwise religious papers. 
MY PILOT KNOWS. 
A S moves my fragile bark across the storm-swept sea, 


rifice that we overlook its value as a symbol of serv- 
ice, This it is, however, and thus it may be used if only 


page weekly published by the Federated Chureh of To 
ledo. Only a few numbers have been issued and it is re- 


Great waves beat o’er her side, 
As North-wind blows; 
Deep in the darkness hid, lie threat’ning rocks and shoals; 
But all of these—and more, 
My Pilot knows. 


Sometimes, when dark the night, and every light gone out, 
I wonder to what port 
My frail bark goes; 
Still, though the night be long, and restless all my hours, 
My distant goal, I’m sure, 
My Pilot knows. 
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Evitor Tue Curistian CENTURY: 
ATTENDED a funeral today. The minister spoke appre- 
ciatively of the character of the departed, of his devo- 
tion in the home, in the chureh and in the community, 
to the highest ideals. But he said no comforting word 
at all about the great beyond into whith I have always believed 
our dear ones are taken and kept for reunion with us and 
for immortal life. He did say some vague but beautiful 
words and quoted some poetry about an invisible immortality 
in the hearts of those whose lives were helped by the kindly 
services of the departed one’s life. I was touched with this 
tribute. But I came away with a sense that there was 
lacking a note which an interpreter of religion ought surely 
to be expected to strike, a note of comfort and of hope, a 
note of immortality. 

It was not as if the dead man were of dubious character 
morally. 1 could well enough understand a certain inhibition 
resting upon the minister’s soul in speaking at the funeral of 
a wicked man. Indeed, I have often felt the keenest sympathy 
for my minister when he had to face such a situation. His 
heart was always under a strong stimulus to ignore the 
moral considerations which his sturdy ministry voiced, and 
to bring the comfort of immortality to the distressed mourn- 
ers before him. e 

Yet he could not yield to this stimulus. He could 
not bid them ‘‘sorrow not as others who had no 
hope.’’ So he spoke always in an impersonal way about 
the mystery of death, and he sought around until he found 
some good trait—and he always found one or two—which 
he could hold up for praise and appreciation. It was this 
interpretation of the good trait that saved the funeral service 
from a desolateness and coldness sadder than the death itsel?. 


NE time I suggested to my minister that he could find 
ground for bringing God more openly into such a service 
if he tried. We do not know all the facts about such a life, 
I said. ‘This sad result in whose presence we now stand 
probably Lad its origin in a more or less accidental twist of 
fate in childhood or in youth—or even before this man was 
born. Who ean say that your good man’s goodness is less 
accidental than this bad man’s badness? Why not then, I 
persisted, give the sorrowing relatives the comfort of know- 
ing that in God’s universe—on this side death and on the 
other side—the Father yearns to restore the prodigal and will 
receive him if he so much as reaches out his hands in return? 

I am not a theologian at all. But I sometimes bring problems 
like this to my minister in order to see what light he can 
throw upon them. It is not fashionable, I know, to have 
problems like these today. The day of the discussion over uni- 
versalism is apparently past. I sometimes wonder what any 
one wants to be a Universalist preacher for, in a day when 
most evangelicals either allow the doctrine of the ‘‘larger 
hope’’ or else refuse to think into the problem at all. 

Yet the time was when the chief heresy was that of univer- 
salism. There were Swing and Thomas in Chicago, Cave in 
St. Louis, Alexander Proctor in Independence, and who was 
that Disciple preacher in Jacksonville, Ill, (his name slips 
me now) who almost split the church at that place with this 
heresy? I have a book in my library that I purchased fully 
twenty-five years ago, made up of articles on immortality. 
Most of the seore of contributions to this volume treat of 
the question of partial versus universal salvation. It was a 


live issue then. 


S° WHEN I asked my minister why he did not at least put 

the gate of hope ajar in the case of even the sinful man 
whose funeral service he was conducting I suppose I was voic- 
ing some sentiment that still echoed in my soul from the days 
when universalism was a vital topic of discussion. 

‘‘It would weaken my sermon next Sunday if I should 
do so,’’ was my minister’s reply. ‘‘I could not urge men 
to come to Christ now, with the same earnestness that has 
been my habit if I knew that they felt that there was a chance 
after death for the unrepentant.’’ 

Perhaps it is just as well. It is a good policy where moral 
questions are involved not to mix with them much specula- 





tion. And what chances there may be or may not be after 
death is purely a matter of speculation, of reasoning, albeit 
reasoning based upon the character of God as too good to 
withhold his grace from any soul anywhere who prays to 
receive it. 

I am glad I live today, when the question of one’s relation- 
ship to Christ is not complicated with speculative considera- 
tions of this sort. One’s duty to become a Christian is not 
nowadays stated in terms of the consequences that are bound 
to come in case one does not become a Christian. Being a 
Christian nowadays justifies itself. 


ET on the positive side there is, it seems to me, surely 

a place for contemplation of the great mystery of death 

and the glorious hope of the gospel. The preacher at the 

funeral today (he was not my minister) left my soul wanting 

something more than he gave me, and I am eertain that the 

surviving dear ones of the departed must have ached for 
a more sure word of prophecy. 

And why should they not have received it? Why should 
they not, in this day when the great word of holy scripture 
is being re-enforced by unexpected corroboration from science? 

I grow impatient, not to say indignant, when I hear a 
minister speak hesitantly or tentatively, or keep silent alto- 
gether, about heaven, when men like Sir Oliver Lodge and 
Henri Bergson speak with such courage and faith about the 
overcoming of death. I do not take much stock in the so-called 
**seientific demonstrations’’ of a future life. I am inelined 
to believe that there never will be a scientific demonstration. 
If there could be such a demonstration it would, it seems to 
me, debase the moral order of the world, and remove from 
us men the conditions under which we have a chance to make 
ourselves, through Christ, fit for immortality. 

And as for all these ‘‘spiritualistic’’ phenomena, I cannot 
believe for a moment that the Universe is of such a charac- 
ter as to reveal secrets of that sort to coarse and vulgar 
and often immoral mediums which it denies to the wisest 
and most refined and morally strong souls in the world. 
My attitude is unscientific, you say; I ought to be open-minded 
and investigating, and not close my mind against objective 
faets with a theory of the Universe! Well, call it unscientific 
if you will. But to me it is the highest kind of science not 
to drag the moral order down in order to afford a tentative 
hypothesis to account for a set of facts which many another 
hypothesis can take care of equally as well. 


UT I believe in immortality, since Christ brought it to 
light in himself and in his gospel. And I believe in it 
a little more securely now that our scientists and philosophers 
are tunneling clear through the material universe and are 
showing us that matter is not the last thing, but that it and 
we are embraced in a vast spiritual order whose meaning 
gives reality to matter and meaning to our lives. Most. of 
the scientists today are our friends, the friends of those 
who long 
“to believe again 
In the things men felt and saw 
And wondered at and worshipped 
Before they worshipped law.” 

Why then should the preacher stand with silent lips? Let 
him read the Word of God, and read the World of God in the 
light of the things science tells us as to the stuff the world is 
made of, and then le: him go to his pulpit on Sunday morning 
with a message so sure, so illuminating, so tender that all his 
aged hearers, yearning for a message from the land whose 
shores their feet are all but touching; will feel the breath of 
heaven upon their faces and rejoice that they are so soon to 
be with the Lord! 

HucuH Macpona.p. 


ASPIRATION. 
*. © ©. 
S yonder tree, though captive to the sod, 
Lifts heavenward its head; so do we unto God, 
In aspiration fond, lift heart and mind, 
Captive to earth and cireumstance unkind. 
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Death of Dr. Herrick Johnson. 

The Presbyterians and the 
world generally are in sorrow for the 
death of Dr. Herrick Johnson, President- 
Emeritus of the College Board of the 
Presbyterian Chureh. Doctor Johnson 
passed away Nov. 20, at his home in 
Philadelphia. He was eighty-one years 
old. The first president of the board, 
Doctor Johnson served continuously 
from the organization in 1883 to 1904, 
when the Assembly appointed him 
President-Emeritus. His interest in all 
the affairs of the board is indicated by 
the letter which he sent to be read at 
the recent meeting held Nov. 11, and in 
whieh, after exeusing himself from at- 
tending on account of failing health, he 
‘‘T want to assure you all, how- 
ever, of my unlessened interest in every- 
thing pertaining to the board and its 
work.’’ Doetor Johnson will be missed 
especially in the educational councils of 
the ehurch. 


religious 


says: 


Lloyd George Speaks for Ministers. 

In a recent address Chancellor Lloyd 
George, who is said by some to be a Bap- 
tist, by others a Disciple, stated some 
truths concerning the ministry. The ad- 
dress was delivered at a meeting ol 
London Baptists called for the purpose 
of raising $25,000, London’s apportion- 
ment for the Ministerial Sustentation 
Fund of $1,200,000, which the Baptists 
of England are making an effort to se- 
eure. 

Chaneellor Lloyd George presided _at 
the London meeting and made a stirring 
speech. Referring to the depletion otf 
the country towns, he raised a laugh by 
saying that as yet the birds had not at- 
tended Baptist chapels, but he foresaw 
a time when the town and city artisan 
would find refreshment in the country 
after his day’s work. ‘‘No profession, 
he went on to say, ‘‘ealled for as hig" 
qualities as that of the ministers of little 
churehes—patienee, tact, knowledge and 
intelligenee—and yet some congregations 
expect to get all these virtues for twenty- 
six shillings a week.’’ 








Oppose Roman Catholic Thanksgiving. 


Resolutions have been passed by the 
Episcopal ministers in Washington, D. 
C., looking to the defeat of the attempt 
of the Roman Catholics to build up by 
precedent and custom a national celebra- 
tion of Thanksgiving Day, to be under 
the control of the Roman Catholics. This 
chureh has for several years held a cele- 
bration service on the national day of 
thanks, and makes a practice of asking 
high officials of the capital city to at- 
tend. President Roosevelt was present 
at one service during his administration 
and President Wilson was to have at- 
tended this yéar. The leaders of all the 
non-Catholic ehurehes in Washington 
are making protest. 

The Episcopalian resolutions read as 
follows: 

‘*We desire to give voice to the wide- 
spread feeling of indignation among 
the millions of Protestants in America 
against the efforts of the Roman press 
and the Roman hierarchy to exploit the 
attendanee of our Chief Magistrate and 
some of his Cabinet (which we are con- 
vinced has only been intended as an act 
of courtesy and good will) for the pur- 


pose of glorifying the Roman Catholic 
Chureh and giving this service an offi- 


cial character which it does not and ean- 


not possess. ’’ 


Missions in Federal Council. 

The Commission on Foreign Missions 
of the Federal Council of the Churches 
ot Christ in America, of which Robert 
E. Speer is the Chairman, met recently 
und adopted a program to be earried out 
in co-operation with the Annual Confer- 
ence of Mission Boards and its Commit- 
tee of Reference and Counsel. The Com- 
mission placed itself at the disposal of 


the Mission Boards to forward its 
movements among the churehes and to 


disseminate special information concern- 





Dan Crawford. 


ing the work of federation, co-operation 
and unity which is developing on the for- 
eign field. The Commission will meet 
with the Foreign Missions Boards Confer- 
ence at Garden City in January. 


Dan Crawford in Chicago. 

‘‘Africa—the Nearest Place to the 
Bottomless Pit,’’ was the subject on 
which Dan Crawford, African missionary, 
talked at Chicago last Sunday. He drew 
a picture of the barbarous customs of 
the bloody tribes he had met and con- 
quered through the power of the gospel. 

‘‘T told Mrs. Pankhurst, the militant 
suffragist, that the women of Africa had 
formed a suffragist cult years before she 
had,’? he said. ‘‘She was astonished, 
but I told her that the women of Africa 
had been so seurvily treated by the men 
of Africa that they were obliged to com 
bine. ’’ 

Mr. Crawford told of a comely young 
woman who had suffered the cropping of 
her ears because she had refused to mar- 
ry an old man who wanted her, and of 
a queen who had volunteered to go into 
the grave with her husband, the king, 
who had died. 

‘*The lion drags down the zebra, the 
leopard drags down the antelope, and the 
big man drags down the little man and 
the little woman in Africa,’’ he said, ‘‘ but 
the missionary’s mud hut becomes a 





‘house of refuge’ to many. We mission- 
aries were called ‘softies.’ Nevertheless, 
we had to live by our rifles and were thie 
best shots in the country. The bloodiest 
tribes came to us, and we brought them 
to peace with each other.’’ 

‘*You have much to say about the ‘big 
stick’ in America. I am thankful that 
you have a president now that has put 
away the big stick. Another thing [ 
have to be thankful for is that when I 
vas in Africa I was shut away from 
those cemeteries of dead folks called li- 
braries. I was shut up with my Bible, 
the book with a million eyes.’’ 

Mr. Crawford called his wife a ‘‘ white 
angel,’’ living on the edge of the world, 
and made a plea for help for her in build- 
ing a hospital. ‘‘You have an expression 
here that ‘dirt is cheap.’ Dirt is costly. 
One of the greatest achievements I was 
able to accomplish in Africa was the 
building of six miles of clean dwelling 
houses for the natives. They soon caught 
the spirit and built 130 miles for them 
selves. 

‘*An African said to me, after I had 
explained the wonders of civilization 
the aeroplane, the submarine, the eleva- 
tors: ‘To be better off is not to be bet- 
ter.’ This is the lesson I leave with you, 
O Chicago.’’ 


SOME RELIGIOUS SIGN POSTS. 


Leslie’s Weekly has given impetus 
to a movement for a_ nation-wide 
**Chureh day’’ that seems to be getting 
results. : 

At the National Convention of the 


Woman’s Home Missionary Society of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church held re- 
cently in Washington, ringing resolutions 
were passed condemning the legislation 
in Florida whereby whites were prohib- 
ited from giving intellectual instruction 
to colored people. 

The governor of Texas embodied the 
twenty-third psalm in his Thanksgiving 
proclamation. 

THE SECRET OF UNITY. 
BY JOSEPH FORT NEWTON. 

Here is the secret of Christian unity 
and the seat of authority in faith. Not 
what the dogmatists argue, but what the 
humblest soul learns by following the 
Master and obeying his impulse to know 
and do the will of God—this is the truth 
that makes men free. It has the author- 
ity, not of an argument, but of a Person- 
ality, a unity not of forms but of fellow- 
ship, in which the resources of a Higher 
Mind are disclosed, and the deep things 
of God are revealed. Let the Church seek 
by prayer, by principle, by practice, to 
know the mind of Christ, and be guided 
by it, and its discords will be healed and 
its deeper unity unveiled. ’Tis a consum- 
mation devoutly to be wished, yea, sought 
for with prayer and tears, and may the 
great God hasten its coming! 

This lesson is for all—that we may seek 
to embody, each to the utmost of his 
capacity, and all to the fullness of an 
abundant life, the wonder and beauty and 
love that are in Christ. By as much as 
we put on Christ as the spirit and form 
and color of our lives, by so much do we 
reveal him to the world, and hasten the 
advent of the day when the Mind of 
Christ shall rule the race, healing its ills, 
hallowing its fellowships, and lifting it 
from the animal to the angel shape. 
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How Edison Works. 

‘*Are your discoveries often brilliant 
intuitions?’’ asked a reporter of Thomas 
A. Edison. ‘‘Do they come to you while 
you are lying awake nights?’’ 

‘‘T never did anything worth doing by 
accident,’’ was the reply, ‘‘nor did any 
of my inventions come indirectly through 
accident, except the phonograph. No, 
when I have fully decided that a result 
is worth getting I go ahead on it and 
make tria! after trial until it comes. 
Anything I have begun is always on my 
mind, and I am not easy while away 
from it until it is finished.’’ 


When Economy is Easy. 

Apropos of the 50 cent 
the price of coal, Miss Evangeline Booth, 
of the Salvation Army, said at the New 
York headquarters: 

‘*And this 
bear hardest on the 
buying their coal by the bucket or by 
the quarter-ton, will pay this increase 
a dozen times over. And the rich, buy- 
ing their coal by the ear-load, will dodge 
by means of discounts the inerease alto 


increase in 


course, will 
poor, 


increase, of 
pe or. The 


gether. 

‘*There was a lot of truth in the re- 
mark of the poor, harassed, East Side 
housewife husband complained: 

‘Il wish you would be more econo- 


W hose 


mieal, Mary. Look at the boss’ wife, 
how economical she is!’ 

66 6Veg,’ Mary replied, ‘it’s easy 
enough for the boss’ wife to be econo- 


mical economl 


She's got plenty to be 
eal with.’ . 


Adulteration Science. 

Dr. Harvey Washington Wiley said 
the other day of a butter adulterator: 

‘*‘The man’s exeuses are as specious 
and transparent as the Oshkosh grocer ’s. 

‘A woman said to an Oshkosh grocer: 

‘*T’m going to stop dealing with you 
You mix bad butter with your good.’ 

‘*But the grocer, looking very muel 
hurt, replied: 

‘*Oh, ma’am, how ean you misjudge 
me so? It’s true I sometimes mix a 
little good butter with my bad to make 
it better, but I’d never dream of mixing 
bad butter with my good butter to make 


it worse,’ 


Won Suit for Mutilated Venus. 

The late Congressman David B. Hen- 
derson of Dubuque some years ago ad- 
dressed the Dubuque people at a May day 
festival. 

The ex-Speaker, apropos of ignorance, 
said: 

‘*The worst case of ignorance I ean tell 
you olf occurred in 1869 in a remote sec- 
tion of our country. 

‘*There was a ‘man who suddenly be- 
eame rich and built an enormous house. 
He decided to adorn the house with 
some statuary and so he wrote to Italy 
for a copy of the Venus de Milo. 

‘*The copy in due time arrived. It 
was executed in Carrara marble very 
beautifully. 

‘*But no sooner did he receive it than 
the millionaire sued the railroad for 
$2,000 for mutilation, and what’s more, 
he won the suit.’’ 


Why Not? 
Bob Davis has a literal friend who is 


a Tammany district leader on the East 
Side; and the Tammany man went to 





Buffalo once to attend a Democratic State 
Convention. 

After the convention adjourned a citi- 
zen of Buffalo took the Tammany man 
out to see the Falls. 

**Isn’t Niagara wonderful?’’ chortled 
the native. ‘‘Isn’t it wonderful that all 
those millions of gallons of water should 
go over that cliff every second?’’ 

‘*Well,’’ said the Tammany 
‘*whut’s to hinder ’em?’’ 


man, 


Riis on Grand Opera. 

Jacob A. Riis, ealled by Mr 
velt a few years ago ‘‘our most useful 
citizen,’’ after attending the opening 
night of grand opera in Chicago, had 
this to say in an address before the 
Woman’s Club of Evanston: 

‘I saw the opening of the diamond 
show in the Auditorium last night, and 
it was not the least bit handsome. The 
sight of one person wearing $500,000 
worth of diamonds is one of the big in- 
equalities of which we have no right to 
be proud. The name of ‘republic’ will 
not save us from the fate which befell 
other nations. We have to remember 
that we are the republic, and that ws 
are a republie only in proportion as we 
form a demoecracy.’’ 


Roose- 


FROM NEW YORK TO BEIRUT. 

(Coneluded from page 11.) 
and cooling drinks one finds in Italy, we 
ordered somewhat lavishly, for the day 
Was very warm, but failed to demand a 
price list. When the bill came in we 
were horrified to see that a very small 
section of decidedly inferior strawberry 
ice eosts 18 cents and that lemonade is 
25 cents. In diseussing the matter later 
we came to the conelusion that as one 
seldom stops at Port Said for more than 
a few between boats, the cafes 
feel it their duty to make the experience 
a memorable one in a thoroughly em- 
phatie manner. It is eertain that the 
three of us who settled that bill will 
never torget. 

As we unfortunate in entering 
and leaving the famous bay of Naples 
on a rather dark day, so we failed to 
see more than the dimmest outlines of 
the coast of Palestine as we sailed past 
from Port Said to Beirut. It was a dis- 
tinet disappointment not to be per- 
mitted to watch others landing at Jaffa, 
and then to eruise very near the shore 
and trace on our maps the mountains 
and the Maritime Plain of the Holy 
Land. But ours was a through boat and 
the day was gray, so that it was only 
as we came near to the harbor of Beirut 
that we could diseern details of land- 
Then the splendid view of our 
college, erowning the ridge at the west 
end of Beirut, and almost on the very 
banks of the sea, burst upon us, and we 
realized for the first time the extreme 
beauty of this loeation, of which I shall 
speak again. President Bliss and his 
family have been away for some months 
and many of the faeulty and staff of 
the Syrian Protestant College came out 
to weleome them back, so that we had 
a right royal reception on the deck of 
the ship as soon as quarantine regula- 
tions were observed. 

Eighteen nights is a long time to be 
eramped up on narrow bunks, and we 
are all very happy to be again on land 
where the lure of the Orient has already 
fallen upon us. 


hours 


were 


scape. 


December 11, 1913 


AN OPEN LETTER. 


(Coneluded from page 10.) 


the more or less brash indiscretions on 
the part of some of these pioneers; the 
fact remains yet fully to be recognized 
that a sinister force has been at work ex- 
aggerating this tension and sustaining it, 
falsifying the teaching of those caught in 
the toils of the conflict and spreading 
among the churches a spirit of suspicion 
and superstitious hate toward those who 
could not pronounce the old shibboleths 
The reason that the Disciples have been 
more greatly agitated than others by 
this Christendom-wide change, and 
the reason why devout and profound. 
ly earnest men have had to leave 


us — men like the three Disciple pas- 
tors now filling Congregational pul- 
pits in Wiseonsin, and many others 


the main reason why you, my young 
brother minister, are willing to at least 
entertain your present eall, and the rea- 
son why it ean be asserted that 60 per 
cent of our young ministers who go to 
Union, and Harvard, and Yale seminaries, 
sift through into other pulpits than our 
own, is not to be found in our doctrine, 
but in the coarse and unscrupulous lead- 
ership which a commercial publication 
house has wiven to the forees of reaction. 


NEITHER MEN NOT DOCTRINES TO BLAME 


I eannot harshly judge my brethren 
who have left us. Nor ean I charge their 
leaving us to our principles and doctrines. 
We do not need to look so deep for the 
explanation. It lies on the surface. They 
have been branded and hounded, as have 
been hundreds of their ministerial broth- 
ers, by ruthless opposition until they, 
either more unfortunate than their broth- 
ers or less patient, have given up and 
gone where they can have peace. 

I feel that you should be able to make 
this analysis of the situation in which 
you too find yourself, before you make a 
decision to leave the Disciples. In the 
light of such an analysis does not the 
task before such minded Disciples as 
yourself challenge you? If our historic 
ideals were in error, you might leave us 
without a moral tremor. If our program 
of practicing Christian unity were an im- 
possible dream you might leave us_ to 
work at some task worth while. But 
our ideals were never so valid 
day, and our program grows more prac- 
ticable with each new rising sun. 

Our task is to reseue these ideals of 
our people from a captivity in which un- 
scrupulous hands have debased and ex- 
ploited them. I believe the leaders of 
our churches are seeing this today, never 
so clearly. I believe our great brother- 
hood is shaking itself free of the power 
which has been exploiting it. I believe 
the churches are determined to go straight 
forward and do what needs to be done 
without let or hindrance from any selt- 
constituted authority. I believe the 
power of the menacing institution has 
been broken, and that it is either making 
a last fight for its life or else that it will 
take its embittered constituency into a 
separate body where it can enjoy the 
prestige which it once enjoyed with the 
main body of our people. 

I counsel you to remain with the Dis- 


as to- 


ciples. Your ideals are the Disciples’ 
ideals. These ideals find historie anchor- 


age in the Declaration and Address and 
received their initial dynamie from the 
passionate soul of Thomas Campbell. 
The investment of your life in their advo- 
eacy and practice will, in my judgment, 
bring a richer reward in the end than any 
other investment you can make. 
CHARLES CLAYTON Morrison. 
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MODERN WOMANHOO 


Conducted by se se 
Mrs. Ida Withers Harrison 











A FORECAST OF THE NATIONAL 
SUFFRAGE CONVENTION. 


At this writing (Dee. 1) the opening 
session of the forty-fifth convention of 
the Nationa! Amerieazn Woman Suffrage 
Association is in progress at Washing- 
ton. Every such annual gathering em- 
phasizes the sweeping progress which the 
passing years have shown. In 1869, 
Susan B. Anthony made the first appeal 
to congress for votes for women, and 
continued to address committees of every 
Congress from that time until 1906. 
When she began, her work was entirely 
one of faith—no woman in all the land 
had the right of suffrage; now, 3,600,- 
000 women have become qualified to vote 
for presidential electors, and women are 
voting in ten states, that eleet one-fifth 
of the United States Senate and one- 
seventh of the House of Representatives. 


THE TRIUMPHS OF A YEAR, 


From November, 1912, to 
1913, there were victories for equal sut- 
frage in four states, Oregon, Kansas and 
Arizona, by Constitutional Amendment 
and the Ilimois Legislature granted to 
the women of their state all the voting 
privileges it could bestow; Illinois women 
can now east their ballots for presidential 
electors, and for all city and town offi- 
cers, except police magistrates. In addi- 
tion to these triumphs, the legislature 
of the Territory of Alaska, by unanimous 
vote, gave the women of that far-off land 
the same political rights as men. 

In the states of Montana, Nevada and 
the two Dakotas, the Woman Suffrage 
Amendment has passed the legislatures 
by the required majorities, and is to be 
submitted to the people in the general 
elections of 1914—while in four more 
states, the amendment has passed one 
legislature, and must pass another 
before being decided by popular vote. 


November, 


NOTES OF PROMISE IN THE AIR. 


While the convention has just begun 
its sessions, already the air is full of notes 
of promise. A Men’s League for Woman 
Suffrage, whose avowed object is to 
work for votes for women, has just been 
organized in the National Capital, with 
Dr. Harvey W. Wiley as its president. 

At a preliminary meeting of college 
women, Miss Jane Addams declared 
that the recently acquired franchise 1n 
Illinois had already given the women of 
that state great influence in needed re- 
forms. The new women voters in Chi- 
cago had risen in their might to protest 
against the retirement of Mrs. Ella 
Flagg Young, the famous school super- 
intendent of their city; by their means, 
the politieal opposition to her was with- 
drawn, and conditions were readjusted 
in harmony with her ideas of right— 
thus, they helped to seeure the continu- 
ation in office of one of the ablest educa- 
ters of our land. 

Tonight, the suffrage victory in Illi- 
nois will be celebrated, and many promi- 
nent women will take part. The _ first 
speaker will be Mrs. Grace Wilbur Trout, 
president of the Illinois Suffrage Asso- 
ciation; she will be followed by Mrs. 
Sherman K. Booth, chairman of the Leg- 
islative Committee, Mrs. Catharine W. 
MeCullough, Mrs. Medill MeCormick, 
Mrs. Ella S. Stewart and Mrs. Antoinette 
Funk. 

The last number on the evening program 
will be the address of the president of 
the National Association, Dr. Anna How- 





ard Shaw, who will present suggestions 
for the campaign of the new year, already 
looming up as a critical one. 

Other speakers of note are Mrs. Carrie 
Chapman Catt, president of the Interna- 
tional Suffrage Alliance, Jane Addams, 
Mrs. Helen Ring Robinson, state senator 
from Colorado, and a number of dis- 
tinguished gentlemen. 

THE MAIN OBJECTIVE OF THE CONVENTION. 

An amendment to the Federal Consti- 
tution, extending the ballot to women 
throughout the nation, is the great goal 
for which 2 week of meetings, speeches 
and hearings before Congressional Com- 
mittees will work. In an audience before 
the House Rules Committee, they will 
ask for the appointment of a Woman Sut- 
frage Committee similar to that recent- 
ly appointed in the Senate. 

But while there is much enthusiasm 
for a Federal Amendment for Woman 
Suffrage, yet there is marked opposition 
to it. This comes largely from the 
Southern jlelegates, who stand _ for 
Woman Suffrage through state enact- 
ment, rather than through an amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United 
States. They claim that the presence ot 
several millions of Negro women in the 
South makes a problem that can be best 
handled by the legislatures of the sever- 
al states. This is the old doctrine of 
state rights, which we have heen so often 
assured was settled once for all by the 
Civil War, but which has a knack, like 
the fabled hird of olden times, of rising 
every now and then with fresh vigor 
from its ashes. 

Expansion and growth, with their wid- 
ening horizons, are bound to give a 
greater sweep of vision, and to develop 
differing points of view. This division in 
the ranks should not disturb us; it is 
no sign of disintegration, but is an in- 
evitable symptom of finding and facing 
new problems, and is thus one of the pen- 
alties of success. I. W. H. 


NO CRIME IN MOTHERHOOD. 


Justice Seabury Decides Famous Teach- 
er Case in Favor of Mrs. Peixotto. 
Motherhood is not a erime for a teach- 

er in New York, and eannot be penalized 

by the New York City Board of Edueation. 

This is the gist of a decision which Jus- 

tice Seabury handed down last week in 

granting the petition of Mrs. Bridget C. 

Peixotto for a writ of mandamus direct- 

ing the Board of Edueation to reinstate 

her as a teacher in Publie School 14, in 

The Bronx. 

Justice Seabury diseussed at length 
in his decision every argument advanced 
by the Board of Education in defence of 
its action in dismissing Mrs. Peixotto. He 
said it was settled that the board is with- 
out authority to remove a woman prin- 
cipal or teacher because of her marriage, 
and, that being so, it seemed self-evident 
that the board cannot dismiss a principal 
or teacher because she has given birth 
to a child. 

‘*Tf she cannot be removed because of 
her marriage,’’ said Justice Seabury, 
‘she eannot be removed because of an 
act which is a natural incident of her 
marriage. ”’ 

The court further declared: ‘‘The 
policy of our law favors marriage and 
the birth of children, and I know of no 
provision of our statute law or any 
principle of the common law which jus- 
tifies the inierence that public policy, 





which coneededly sanctions the employ- 
ment of married women teachers, treats 
as grounds of expulsion the act of a mar- 
ried woman in giving birth to a child.’’ 

The justice said that the theory that 
illness resulting in abseace, if caused by 
maternity, becomes neglect of duty, ‘‘is 
repugnant to law and good morals.’’ 

‘There is nothing in the language of 
the charter,’’ said Justice Seabury, 
‘‘which would justify the assumption 
that by the use of the words ‘neglect ot 
duty’ the tegislature intended to include 
the ease of a married teacher whose ab- 
sence was csused in order to give birth 
to a child. To impute such an intention 
to the legisiature would be a gratuitous 
and arbitrary attempt on the part of the 
court to legislate and to read into the 
law a provision which there is no reason 
to believe tlie legislature would have in- 
serted.’’ 

The court also dismissed the contention 
of the Board of Education that the Su- 
preme Court was without jurisdiction 
and that the matter should be sub- 
mitted to the State Commissioner of Ed 
ueation. 

Mrs. Peixotto’s 
as saying: 

‘*The outcome of the ease proves that 
employees iii our schools have the same 
right as any other publie employees to 
appeal to the courts for justice. The de- 
cision takes all school decisions that seem 
to be unfair entirely out of the circle of 
school autiorities. The decision is a 
sweeping one, and is not confined to the 
simple question of whether a school 
teacher has « right to become a mothey, 
but it embraces all disputes that might 
arise between the teachers and the Board 
of Edueation.’’ 


CHRIST WITH US. 


By EDWIN MARKHAM. 


“Inasmuch as ye did it unto the least of 
these ye did it unto Me.” 


attorney 


is reported 


I cried aloud, “There is no Christ 

In all this world unparadised! 

No Christ to go to in my need— 

No Christ to comfort me and feed! 

He passed in glory out of sight, 

The angels drew him into light: 

Now in the lonesome earth and air 

I cannot find him anywhere. 

Would God that Heaven were not so far 
And I were where the White Ones are!” 


Then from the grey stones of a street 
Where goes an ocean drift of feet, 

I heard a child’s cry tremble up, 

And turned to share my scanty cup. 
When lo, the Christ I thought was dead 
Was in the little one I fed! 

At this I drew my aching eyes 

From the far-watching of the skies; 
And now whichever way I turn 

I see my Lord’s white halo burn! 


Wherever now a sorrow stands, 

*Tis mine to heal His nail-torn hands; 
In every lonely lane and street, 

*Tis mine to wash His wounded feet— 
"Tis mine to roll away the Stone 

And warm His heart against my own. 
Here, here, on Earth I find it all— 
The young archangels white and tall, 
The Golden City and the doors, 

And all the shining of the floors! 


Christ is patient with the world, and 
would have us patient too; plowing, sow- 
ing, working, praying, believing that a 
harvest will come at last, and that we 
shall see issues by and by which we never 
saw or even expected here.—Alfred 
Rowland. 
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J. G. Cannon at Thanksgiving Service. 

\ feature of the union Thanksgiving serv- 
ice held at Danville, IIL, was an address by 
Hon. Joseph G. Cannon, of that city. J. F. 
Bickell, pastor at First Church, 
this service with enthusiasm, calling it ab- 


writes of 


solutely unique, so far as his observation 
oes Ihe servic® was held under the aus- 
pices of the Danville Ministerial Associa 
tion. Fully three thousand people were in 


attendance. Civic leagues met and attended 
in a body Lodges followed suit. The sol 
dier from the Armory marched in a 
body to the Coliseum where the meeting was 
held Men’s clubs and classes from the vari- 
ous churches met at a common rendezvous 
and marched in a body to the meeting. 
The G. A. R. came in a body. In fact, it 
“a meeting of the people of Danville,” 
Bickell Among the special 
features of the service were music by the 
Hur Band; a ten minute speech by 
Rabbi Latz, of the Reformed Jewish Church, 
on “God in Our National History;” an ad- 
Father MeCarthy, of the Roman 
Church, Our National 
one by Wood, of the 
Our National 


boys 


was 
as Mr. 


states. 


ten 


dress by 
Catholie 
Resources ; ” 


M. E. Chureh, on 


on “God in 
Preston 
“God in 


Destiny.” A thought expressed by Mr. Can 
non especially impressed his hearers, “No 
two men ever worshipped the same God.” 


much has been done 
unity by this 


Mr. Bickell believes that 
for the Christian 
strikingly service. 


cause of 
successful 


E. L. Powell Lauds New Mayor. 


In a recent sermon, Dr. E. L. Powell, of 
First Church, Louisville, after treating the 
times of Ahab and Jezebel, whom he called 


the first political bosses of history, paid a 
tribute to the newly elected mayor of his 
eity. 

“I shall close this sermon, appropriate to 


the general theme, by aflirming that the 
fight of Carmel] is that which is on now in 
our city and in other municipalities and 
great cities of our nation,” said Mr. Powell, 
in closing. “We have elected here a new 
mayor. He has been chosen, it seems to me, 
under rather peculiar and unique circum- 
stances Back of his election is the moral 


demand. It is significant that so much dur- 
ing this campaign was said of the moral is 
sue 

“Will our mayor make good? I believe 
in him, but before God, and in the name of 
the messenger of God, Elijah, whose words 
were as lightning and tempest, I hold this 
high official of a great municipality to the 
fulfillment to the letter of his sworn obli 
gations. It is the moral issue.” He will 
make good economically. He will give an 
eflicient administration. He is going to bring 
satisfaction to many of us, as I verily be- 
lieve, by giving to us a more than average 
administration, and I believe that he 


civie 

will not forget that he has promised to en- 
force the laws insofar as in him lies, and 
all of the laws, and that he has sworn 


and given his solemn promise to see that 
vice shall be probed and that investigation 
shall be made as to _ vice conditions 
with a view to giving us a cleaner city and 
a less malodorous city.” 


Philadelphia, First, Prospers. 
Irving 8. Chenoweth, pastor at First, Phil 
adelphia, reports that some of his dreams 
for this church seem about to be realized. 
Gifts are being brought in to be applied on 
the old church mortgage, larger audiences 
than for a long time are reported, young 
people are coming in and taking hold of the 
work. The congregation is very loyal and 
hopeful. \ special series of addresses is 
being carried through the winter, the city 
being thoroughly canvassed by way of prep 
aration. The following are the subjects of 
addresses planned: 

Dec. 7 “The Church 
Franklin Spencer Edmonds, 
mittee of One Hundred. 
Church and the New Education,” 
Nearing, University of Pennsylvania. 
21 \ Christmas Service, conducted 


Citizenship,” 
member Com- 
Dec. 14. “The 
Prof. Seott 
Dec. 

by the 


and 


minister. Dee. 28. “The Chureh and 
Charity,” Riley M. Little, Secretary Phila. 


Society for Organizing Charity. Jan. 4. 
“The Church and Labor,’ Charles Stelzle, 
Consulting Sociologist of New York City. 
Jan. 11. “The Church and Social Purity,” 
J. W. Coehran, Secretary Presbyterian 
Board of Education, member Philadelphia 
Vice Commission. Jan. 18. “The Chureh 
and Socialism,” Charles W. Ervin, Socialist 
writer and lecturer. Jan. 25. “The Church 
and Public Health,” Alexander Wilson, As- 


sistant Director Department of Health and 
Charities. Feb. 1. “The Chureh and the 
Immigrant.” Prof. James P. Lichtenberger, 
University of Pennsylvania. Feb. 8. “The 
Chureh and the Woman's Movement.” Miss 











Rev. W. EB. Crabtree, of San Diego, a Suc- 
cessful Sunday-school Leader. 


Lucey Burns, Vice-chairman Congressional 


Committee National Woman’s Suffrage As- 
sociation, formerly Organizer for the 


Woman’s Social and Political Union of Eng- 
land. 


Home Mission Church Planting Pays. 
R. M. Hopkins sends in an interesting re- 


port of a Canadian school, of home mission- 
This school observed Immi- 


ary planting. 
grant day, using the plans of the Home 
Missionary Society. Good results may be 


obtained by any school using this plan. It 
is expected that December and January will 
be more fruitful in results than was Novem- 


ber. It is not too late for any school to 
work out the suggested plan. ‘This may be 


secured from R. M. Hopkins, Carew Bldg., 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Here is the letter, in part: 
“Lethbridge, Alta., Nov. 24, 1913. 
“Dear Brother Hopkins: 
“In accordance with the plan of the Home 
Missionary Society, we yesterday observed 


Immigrant day with the program ‘Amer- 
ica’s Welcome to New Americans,’ and 
the day was the greatest in our history. 


Our attendance was one hundred eleven, an 
increase of about 20 per cent over any pre- 
vious record, and our offering will aggregate 
about $25, I think, by adding what birthday 
money we have in reserve to our collection 
of yesterday. If the twenty-four Canadian 
schools which contributed last year come up 
to the standard we have set, Canada will 
have done her part well, it seems to me. 

“I attribute our largely to 
following out of plans suggested by the 
Home Missionary Society, the scrap book 
idea which we carried out in three classes, 


the 


success 
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etc. The educational work accomplished 
through this program to our brotherhood 
will be worth much to the immigrant cause, 
I feel sure, as we will be the more enable 
to see the opportunities before us. 

“Dora E. Fitch, Supt.” 


Evangelist Praises Deceased Pastor. 

Sad indeed were the circumstances of 
the death of W. 8. Gamboe, who passed 
away at Olney, Ill., during the evangelistic 
services being held there by F. B. Thomas 


Mr. Thomas writes thus of Mr. Gamboe: 
“W. S. Gamboe was born fifty-four years 
ago in the country near Winchester, Ky. 
He came of Kentucky blood. He was 2 man 


of wonderful physique and great heart. He 
was a man of lovable and winsome char- 
acter. Everybody in Olney loved him. He 
was a graduate of both the collegiate and 
Bible courses at Lexington, Ky., and was 
thoroughly trained and efficient in the work 
of the ministry. He labored in various pas- 
torates and was conspicuously successful. 
Among the more important pulpits which he 
graced were those at Ashland, Ky., the Third 
Christian church at Louisville, Ky., Wat- 
seka, Ill.. Herrin, Ill, and Olney, Ill. In 
this latter place he did a really wonderfui 
No other ministry in this city was 
The revival just closed 


work. 
as profitable as his. 


with ninety-five additions was largely due 
to’ the splendid preparatory work he had 
done.” 

San Diego’s Sunday-school Parade. r¢ 


“The greatest parade San Diego has ever 
known,” was the verdict of thousands »f 
San Diegans who lined the street of that 
California city, recently, while 3,000 Sun- 
day-school students, from three of the lar- 
gest churches in the city, in ages ranging 
from 3 to 90 years, assembled and marched 
up Broadway to a vacant lot in the heart 
of the city. A large crowd assembled while 
services were read and prize banners were 
awarded. The parade was a grand climax 
to the Sunday-school attendance contest be 
tween the First Christian school, W. E. 
Crabtree, pastor, the First Presbyterian, and 
the First Methodist schools. In eight weeks 
the number of students has been doubled. 
After short addresses by the pastors of the 
three churches, Mayor O’Neall awarded the 
prize banners to the Central Christian church 
for the largest average attendance during 
the period of eight weeks’ competition, 1s 
well as for having the largest number of 
students in the parade. Both banners were 
awarded to Central Christian on the small- 
est margins. W. E. Crabtree said in his 
address, “This is a union of churches of this 
city. We are here assembled together, three 
different denominations. What we have ac- 
complished here together could not have 
been accomplished alone by any one of the 
churches. And this illustrates the fact that 
we can always accomplish more by work- 
ing together than by working alone. We 
have all won a great victory.” 


In Memory of R. Ray Eldred. 


Celeste Ball May, a writer of Blackwell, 
Okla., was inspired by the recently published 
story of Mr. Eldred’s tragic death on the 
Congo, to write some good verse. We quote 
two of her stanzas: 


“Let no man deem the price too high,” 
Though friends and home-land he forsake; 
Of fame, and name, and earthly tie, 
And self, a glad abandon make. 


His every motive and each prayer 
Was that the kingdom of our Lord 

Might come to all men everywhere 
By giving them the Living Word. 


Benevolent Association Adds to Work. 

The Child Saving Institute, at Omaha, 
has been taken over by the National Benevo- 
lent Association. The present board of 
eight will be increased to twelve, and women 
will be made members with voting power. 
Heretofore women have been only associate 
members, with only advisory authority in the 
management. The Child Saving Institute is 
one of Omaha’s oldest charitable institutions 
The new building is one of the finest insti- 
tutional structures in the state. The insti- 
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tution has ‘been supported by private dona- 
tions from Omaha people and has never 
lacked for funds. Negotiation for the trans- 
fer was begun several months ago. There 
were rumors for a while months ago that 
the University of Nebraska wanted to secure 
the institution to operate it in connection 
with the medical college as a child hospital. 

One of the great Christian Endeavor so- 
cieties is in the First Church at Decatur, Ill. 
With a church membership of 800 they have 
a society membership of 111 all of whom are 
workers in the Sunday-school and church. The 
church ushers are Endeavorers as is the 
majority of the chorus of fifty voices. They, 
as a society, are giving a dollar a Sunday 
to the current expenses of the church and 
$300 towards a new church building. The 
average attendance at the prayer-meeting is 
an even 100. 





Christian University, \Canton;~ Mo.,  re- 
ports an. attendance a little more than 50 
per cent larger than for the first term of 
last year. H. B. Robison; Dean of the 
Bible Department, seés in this fact signs 
of a new day for the university. Earle M. 
Todd, the newly chosen pastor at Canton, is 
taking a strong hold on the work. Four 
weeks of service have resulted in twenty- 
four accessions to the membership. Mr. 
Todd is praised as a true man of God and 
spiritual leader. 


The following gains are reported by the 
Foreign Society for last year. Nine mis- 
sionaries; 151 contributing churches; $33,- 
454 in total receipts; 70 contributing Sun- 


day-schools; $16,264 in personal gifts; $18,- ° 


186 in Annuity gifts; $4,379 in bequests; 
$1,592 in miscellaneous gifts; 32 living-link 
churches; 536 baptisms; 7,492 patients 
treated; $2,437 in medical fees; 291 im mis- 
sion schools; 749 in membership of churches; 
twenty school buildings. 


Miss Mary F. Lediard, Tokyo, Japan, re- 
ports fine religious interest. In one evan- 
gelistic service she reports two one-hour 
sermons. Twelve were baptized in the 
church known as the “Hongo Church.” Miss 
Lediard says that five more are to be. bap- 
tized. Plans are being made for the ereetion 
of a new building for Economics for the 
Girls’ College in Tokyo, and also for the 
new building for the Bible College, or Drake 
College. 


Mr. and Mrs. R. G. Quiggen, of Birken- 
head, Eng., who were delegates to the Inter- 
national Convention of Disciples at Toronto, 
have accepted work among the Mexicans at 
San Antonio, Tex. The new institute build- 
ing of which they have charge, was dedicated 


Nov. 23. They are both exceptionally well 
equipped for this work. 

The C. W. B. M. of University Place 
Church, Des Moines, Ia., held a week’s 


meetings preparatory to .the observance of 
their special day, Dec. 7. Mrs. A. T. Ross, 
of Eureka, Ill., addressed the meeting at 
one of its sessions, and Charles S. Medbury 
delivered the annual address at its con- 
cluding service. 


Dr. A. L. Shelton and family, and Dr. 
and Mrs. Hardy are now on their way from 
central China to the Tibetan border. Under 
date of October 23, Dr. Shelton writes: “We 
are at last on our way up-river, all in good 
health and with a fair prospect of being 
able to reach Ta Chienlu some time in Janu- 
ary.” 

The report of First Church, Bloomington, 
Ill., should have read 459 as the average 
attendance in Sunday-school for the year. 
It is only the cramped conditions that keep 
the attendance at this figure. This church 
is making remarkable strides under the lead- 
ership of Edgar DeWitt Jones. 


In a recent communication to the Foreign 
Society, Frank Garrett,.now at Des Moines, 
says: “I have just had a conference with 
Ng Poon Chew, editor of the leading Chinese 
daily in San Francisco, and he told me the 
effort to have Confucianism made the state 
religion in China had failed.” 


The forty-eighth annual convention of the 
Missouri Sunday-school Association was held 
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Athearn, Mrs. W. H. Dietz, W. C. Pearce, 
W. W. Charters and A. J. Accola were 
among the speakers. 


The Third District of Missouri, with head- 
quarters at Springfield, J. H. Jones, super- 
intendent, reports meetings and conventions 
held in twenty-six out of thirty-one counties. 
Distinct growth is shown in every department 
of the work. 


H. P. Shaw and wife have reached 
Shanghai. They had a pleasant voyage 
across the Pacific. He is down to hard work 


studying the language. He reports that 
James Ware is better and is even gaining 
flesh. 


G. P. Hedges, of the Congo Mission, re- 
ports 39 baptisms. There were 178 baptisms 
at Tumba, where lies the body of R. Ray 
Eldred. The offerings of the native Chris- 
tians for the quarter will reach about $70. 


The members and friends of the Central 
Church, Rockford, Ill., entertained in honor 
of the twenty-fifth wedding anniversary of 
their pastor, W. B. Clemmer and wife. Many 
substantial gifts were in evidence. 


The fourth annual meeting of the Brother- 
hood at Uhrichsville, O., was held Dee. 
1, attended by 200 men. This Brotherhood 
started the Reading Room Association which 
is ‘the * public library “of the town 


J. C. Odgen and family expect to sail 
from San Francisco, January 22, for Tibet. It 
will be remembered that these missionaries 
were obliged to leave Tibet at the time of 
the revolution in China, * 


The total receipts ofthe Foreign Society 
for the month of November were $22,232, a 
gain of. $14,279. There was also a gain in 
the number of contributing churches and 
Sunday-schools. 


The growth of the Sunday-school of the 
ehurch at Paris, Ill., is noteworthy under 
the leadership of George W. Brown, county 
superintendent of schools. H. H. Peters is 
the pastor. 


Howard O. Rocks has been engaged as pas- 
tor of the church at Milford, Ill., for. an- 
other year with an increase of salary. He 
will devote some of his time to the Anti- 
saloon League work. 
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The New Library Building of Phillips Uni- 
versity, Enid, Okla., was dedicated Novem- 
ber 25, with addresses by A. E. Cory of Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, and M. M. Davis of Dallas, 
Texas. 

W. R. Hunt reports 31 baptisms at Chuchow, 
China. The service was an impressive one. 
There were 400 in attendance at the Sunday- 
school on a recent Sunday. 

First Church, Winchester, Ky., reports 
the average attendance of the Sunday- 
school 500, and $600 raised for the state mis- 
sionary work for this year. 

W. H. Sheffer has just closed a meeting 
with H. D. Smith, of Hopkinsville, Ky. 
W. H. Sheffer is president of the A. C. M. 5S. 
for 1914. 

At Monieka, on the Congo, the large taber- 
nacle for the church service and school has 
been completed. It will seat about 1,000 
people. 

The eight weeks’ contest between the Sun- 
day-schools of Danville and Lynchburg, Va., 
has just closed with victory for the latter 
school. 

Mrs. V. T. Lindsay, Springfield, IIL, 
addressed the C. W. B. M. auxiliary at Lynn- 
ville, Ill., Dee. 7. 

The Foreign Society has just received an 
annuity gift of $15,000 from a friend. 

The New Castle, Ind., church has recently 
celebrated its fiftieth anniversary. 





EVANGELISTIC MEETINGS. 
Winfield, Kans., O. L. Cook, preaching. 
Fairview, Ind., W. P. Newhouse, pastor, 

assisted by John T. Agema, 32 accessions, 
continuing. , 

Astoria, Ill., Charles Ross, preaching. 

Shelbina, Mo., B. H. Cleaver, pastor, 
W. W. Waters, assisting. 

Los Angeles, Cal., R. W. Abberley, pastor, 
B. L. Burditt, leader of song. The meet- 
ing closes with 60 accessions. 

Monroe City, Mo., W. Garnet Aleorn, pas- 
tor, B. G. Reaves, preaching, H. C. Ballew, 
song leader. Closed with 9 additions. 

Olney, Ill., F. B. Thomas, preaching. Closed 
with 95 additions. 

Palestine, Ill., E. W. Sears, pastor, F. B. 
Thomas, preaching, beginning. 

Winchester, Ky., J. H. MacNeil, pastor, 
I. J. Spencer, preaching. Closed with 95 


additions. 








at St. Joseph, Mo., November 18-24. W. S. 
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Powder 





There is a remarkable interest 
in Home Baking and Cooking 
throughout the land. 

Home cooking has the backing 
of science and the approval of 
fashion. It adds to housekeeping a 
pride; to our food, healthfulness; 
and the best cooking in the world 
today is with the aid of Royal 


Baking Powder. 





20 (900) 


Alhambra, Cal., W. 8S. Crockett, pastor, 
KE. N. Phillips, preaching. Five added to 
date. 

Dallas, Tex., 
Young, preaching. Closed. 

Indianapolis, Ind., A. B. Philputt, pastor, 
John E, Pounds, preaching, 16 accessions, 
continuing. 

Kewanee, IIL, C. W. 
preaching. 

Clinton, Ill, Albert Nichols, former pas- 
tor, preaching, beginning 

Leroy, IL, R. D. Brown, pastor, preach 
ig 

South 
preaching. 

Walla Walla, Wash., W. W. Burks, pastor, 
W. F. Turner, preaching, closed with 32 ac 


L. S. White, pastor, F. L. 


Williams, pastor, 


Bend, Ind., E. K. Van Winkle, 


cessions. 

Burlington, Ia., M. C. Hutchinson, pas 
tor, Robert Lilley, preaching, beginning. 

Fillmore, Mo., N. R. Davis in charge. 
Closed with 12 additions, 

Hopkinsville, Ky., H. D. Smith, pastor, 
W. H. Sheffer, preaching, W. E. M. Hackle- 
man, leading the singing. Closed with 49 
additions. 

Port Arthur, Tex., W. G. 
First week reports 238 accessions 

Arkansas City, Kans., Charles R. Scoville, 
closed with 1600 additions. 

Ft. Scott, Kans., Roy L. Brown, preaching. 
Closed with 125 accessions. 

Wellington, Kans., S. H. Blazer, pastor, 
C. S. Early, evangelist Closed with 112 


Minges Co. 


nuecessions. 

Santa Ana, Cal., Bruce Brown, preaching. 
Continuing with 148 accessions. 

Wauseon, O., Fife brothers, 28 added, con- 
tinuing. 

Jacksonville, Fla., Charles Reign Scoville, 
beginning. Meetings held in Morocco Tem- 
ile 
Windfall, Ind., W. T. Brooks, preaching, 
\. A. Bailey, leading singing. 

Emporia, Kans., C. R. L. Vawter, preach- 
ing, 281 accessions first three weeks. 

Huntington, Ind., E. W. Cole, pastor, E. C. 
Tuckerman, evangelist. Closed with 73 ae- 


CesSslons. 


CALLS. 


\. M. Hootman, to Greeneastle, Ind. 

Kk. D. Salkeld, Chicago Heights, LIL, to 
Frankfort, Ind. 

David Wetzel, Covington Ky., to Pitts- 
field, Ill 

J. H. Darnell, Stanberry., Mo., 
tin, Mo 


to Galla- 


THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY 


December 11, 1913 





E. E. Pedicord, St. Marys, O., to Mitchell, | f 

Oo 

K. C. Ventress, to Cameron, IIL. 

J. A. Dillon, to Portersville, Mass. 

Charles M. Ewers, Bethany, Nebr., to 

Blair, Nebr. 
Claude C, 

Phoenix, Ariz. 
G. W. Foley, Duquoin, Ill, to Bethany, 


Jones, Jacksonville, Fla., to 


THE BETHANY SYSTEM 
OF SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LITERATURE 


Pubbshed for 
More Efficient 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 








J. A. Clements, Roodhouse, Ill. to De- 
eatur, Ill. 


RESIGNATIONS. 


©. P. Wright, Mechanicsburg, III. 
Claris Yeuell, Markle, Ind. 
Dennis Bryant, Fairmount, Ind. 
G. S. MeGaughey, Bicknell, Ind. 

A. D. Harmon, Omaha, Nebr. 


DEDICATIONS, REPAIRS, ETC. 


Alliance, Nebr., church dedicated Nov. 30, 
by H. H. Harmon. , 

Springfield, O., church edifice dedicated 
by Judge Durham. 

Cincinnati, O., edifice valued $60,000, by 
F. M. Rains. 

Missouri Valley, Ia., new church dedicated 
Dec. 7, by George L. Snively. 

Udell, Ia., new building, by A. M. Haggard, 
Dec. 7. 








‘g * 
Let Your Money Earn 


6% 


FIRST FARM MORTGAGES 
ARE INVESTMENTS, not spec- 
ulations. 

Write for Booklet E, giving 
complete list of mortgages in de- 
nomination from $300 to $2,500. | 


CHARLES E. COLEMAN | 


Manager of Estates 








Farm Mortgage Investments 


Do you wish to teach the ‘princi- 
ples of 


Social Service 
to your adult class? If so, you will 
want to use 


The Gospel of 
The Kingdom 


as the basis for your work. This is 
a monthly magazine, edited by Dn 
Josiah Strong. In this little publica- 
tion is given the most vital, timely, 
thought provoking, reverent and satis- 
fying treatment of the big problems of 
the social order that has ever been 
offered to Sunday-schools. Rev. S. G. 
Buckner, pastor at Somerset, Pa.. who 
uses this literature in his great men’s 
class of 150, says it is absolutely the 
best thing published for the men’s 
Bible class. The subscription price— 
50c a year—makes it less expensive 
than the usual adult lesson literature. 
Pastors and church leaders who wish 
to put into their church work new zest 
and inspiration will recognize at once 
the value of starting their classes in 
the study of Social Reform. Send 5c 
in stamps for a single copy of. the 
magazine. 








DISCIPLES PUBLICATION SOCIETY 
7oo-714 East Fortieth Street, Chicago. 
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Christmas to the home fifty-two times. 
What about the rest 
There the Sheldon Books. 


books 


THE NARROW GATE 

THE NARROW GATE 

PAUL DOUGLAS, Journalist 
THE HEART OF THE WORLD 
BORN TO SERVE 

HIS BROTHER’S KEEPER 
MALCOLM KIRK 

JOHN KING’S QUESTION CLASS 





request, 


such things done early. 








Christmas is Coming 


You will want many presents for your friends, 
Send to one family a year’s subscription to THE 


Everybody has read “In His Steps.” 

That is only one of a long list of fine books by the same author. 

Everybody would like to read one or more of the others. 

We make the following special offer good only from now until Christmas: 

For one dollar, we will send postpaid, to any address, any two of the following 


For two dollars we will send any five of the above, and in addition will send 
an Inexpensive edition of “In His Steps.” 

This is positively the best offer ever made on Sheldon books. 

They may be sent to different addresses, 

If you wish to inclose your card, it will be inclosed, and mailed. and will save 
your Wrapping it and paying extra postage. 

We will wrap now, and send at once, or hold till neat Christmas just as yor 


Do this early, even if you want the books to be held. for it is better to 


7 fet” The Advance 


ADVANCE, It will bring 


Cloth, $1.00 50 cents postpaid 
Paper, .50 25 cents postpai| 
Cloth, $1.00 50 cents postpaid 
Cloth, $1.00 50 cents postpaid 


Cloth, soc. Cut to 30c postpaid 
Cloth, soc. Cut to 30c postpaid 
Cloth, soc. Cut to 30c postpaid 
Cloth, soc. Cut to 30c postpaid | 


get 


CHICAGO 
ILL: 





Teach Christ 


TO YOUR ADULT AND YOUNG PEO- 
PLE’S CLASSES. The Uniform Les- 
sons for 1914 are based upon the life 
of Christ. This means that the em- 
phasis in the year’s work will be placed 
upon that matchless study. The best 
book on that theme published for young 
people’s and adult classes is Dr. Loa 
E. Scott’s 


“LIFE OF JESUS” 

Why You Should Use. This Text: 

1. It is not a study of -men’s opin- 
ions of the events of Christ’s life, but 
is a direct study of the Scriptures 
themselves. You cannot use this text 
without your Bible in your hands. 

2. It is positive. There is not a 
skeptical question in this book. It 
speaks with authority. 

3. It is simple and practical. The 
poorest: teacher should find it a pleasure 
to instruct a class with, this book as 
a basis. 

Your class, whether high school stu- 
dents or grandfathers, will enjoy Dr. 
Scott’s “Life of Jesus.” A new era im 
your work will begin if you take up 
this channing study. f 

Per copy, 50c., 40c. in quantities. 
DISCIPLES PUBLICATION SOCIETY 
700-714 East Fortieth Street, Chicago 
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| The Mid-Week Service 


By Simas JONEs. 








SHARING CHRIST WITH OTHERS. 


Dec. 17. 
Q: 12-23. 

No disciple of Jesus is anti-missionary. 
There are many who oppose certain forms of 
missionary work and differences of opinion as 
to methods of carrying the gospel message 
to all the world are to be found in all the 
churches. The best of the Lord’s disciples 
have but an imperfect apprehension of their 
duty to other men. We therefore need to be 
patient one with another. But if we find a 
man who imagines that he can keep the 
goods of the soul for himself alone and de- 
clines to share his faith with others, we may 
justly deny that he is a disciple of Jesus. 

PIONEER DUTY. 

Paul delighted to enter new fields and 
present his message to those who had never 
heard it before. He had no mind to be a 
camp follower. He was always at the front. 
For him opposition meant opportunity. He 
the difficult tasks. The disciple is by 
virtue of his discipleship a pioneer. He does 
not always go to new peoples but he is at 


chose 


all times holding up an ideal that makes 
men unwilling to accept their present at- 
tainments as suflicient and satisfactory. He 


has a vision which compels him to be a pro- 
gressive in morals, politics, and religion. He 
wars upon uncleanness of every sort, physi- 
eal and moral. The present generation 
should be reminded that the church was a 
pioneer in education. Luther and Melanch- 
ton and Calvin were educators. These re- 
ligious leaders taught the state its duty to- 
ward its children. The church of the present 
must be true to its traditions and teach not 
only what is commonly accepted as true and 
right but what ought to be regarded as true 
and right. There is much for us to learn be- 
fore we can call ourselves completely Chris- 
tian. 
GIVING OURSELVES. 

The Corinthians, said Paul, began their 
work of ministering to the saints by giving 
themselves to the Lord. The great weakness 
in many of our so-called reform movements 
is that there is more of self-seeking than 
there is of desire for social benefit. The 
preacher raises a disturbance in order that 
he may gain notoriety. The politician sees 
in the advocacy of measures for the common 
good a way into office. When the missionary 
hecomes a hero we commend him for the pur- 
of sharing in his popularity. Sincerity 
the mark of the ministry of the Cor- 
inthians. 

“Not 

For 


pore 


was 


give, but what we share, 
the gift without the giver is bare.” 
There is no substitute for the gift 
self. If we give ourselves to the Lord, 
shall be able to give others a knowledge of 
him. <A feeling that Christianity 
thing for a nation to profess will not give 


what we 


of 
we 


is a good 


force to our words in its favor. 
THE COMPULSION OF TRUTH. 
It is worth while to observe that Paul 


saw in his message the ground of his mission. 
He did not go to the Gentiles because an ex- 
ternal authority told him to go. His gospel 
was such that a man who accepted it felt 
impelled to share it with all whom he could 
reach. We waste time and energy in dis- 
about our duty to the non-Chris- 
tian peoples when we seek any other author- 


cussions 


ity than the truth itself for our mission- 
ary enterprises. If a scientist should dis- 
cover a cure for cancer, he would not need 
to be told that his discovery ought to be given 
to the medical profession and thus made 
available to relieve suffering and prevent 
death. What an absurd person, then, must 
he be who thinks he knows the truth about 


God and yet waits to discover explicit com- 
mands before he feels any sense of obligation 
to enlighten mankind! To know the truth 


that gives freedom is to have the desire 
that all the world know it. The command 


to go into all the world is a statement of the 
tendency of truth to make missionaries of 
Its possessors. 


Rom. 15:14-29; 2 Cor. 8:3-5; 1 Cor. 
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EXQUISITE SEPIA PHOTOGRAPHS 
SENT ON APPROVAL. Each proof sealed 
in Art Folder. Nothing finer. Three Sizes— 
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4445 Broadway, Chicago, U. S. A. 
FVER reader of The 

Christian Century 
can secure Free a pamphlet 
containing a well-worked- 
out plan for the more sys- 
tematic organization of a 
Graded Sunday School by 
addressing The University 
of Chicago Press, Chicago. 
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|Have You Seen It? 


NEW NO. 8 BLICKENSDERFER 


Better Than Ever 


Get our new selling plan to clergymen. 
BLICKENSDERFER MFG. CO. 


121 N. Dearborn St. hicago, Ti. 


CHURCH MONEY 


Is being raised in large amounts by 
churches which ship to us all their 
OLD NEWSPAPERS, BOOKS, 
MAGAZINES OR WASTE PAPER 
This is a splendid plan to raise church 
money or pay off the church debt; 
and it is the long-sought “something 
out of nothing” plan, as the material 
is usually thrown away. 
Write us at once for information and prices. 


THE WESTERN PAPER STOCK CO., 
1452-60 Indiana Ave., Chicago. 
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FOX TYPEWRITER COMPANY 
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How to Add $100 Monthly to Your Income 


We want a Loeal 
Typewriter is not now represented. 
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you can easily 
it in small monthly 
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The Fox Typewriter is a beautifully finished, 
with a light touch and easy action and extreme 


afford to own it. 


It has a back spacer, 
platens and carriages, 
with fine 
tied to this offer, 
Christian Century, 


Write for Special Offer to Ministers. Mention The Christian Century. 
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you will need a Sample Typewriter 
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CONSUMMATION AND CULMINATION IN 
CONQUEST. 
By A. Z. Conmap. 

Every reverse doubles the probabilities of 
further defeat. One Bull Run defers indefi- 
nitely the success of a great cause. The 
stampeded hosts of Israel encouraged the 
warriors of Ai and proportionately depressed 
the would-be conquerers of Canaan. In the 
first flush of the Jericho victory the intoxi- 
cation of success blinded them to the strength 
of the enemy and their contempt was costly 
envogh, *The Babylonish garment and -the 
wedye of gold and the three hundred shekels 
in the tent of Achan. were but a 
symptom. Disease could only be purged out 
with fire and it was done. When the people 
were once more right with God they heard 
the” cheering assurance, “Fear not, neither 
be thou dismayed. “Take all the people with 
thee. Arise, and go up to Ai. See, I have 
given into thy hand the king of Ai, and the 
people of his city and his lands.” Josh. 8:1. 

The year 1913 is closing. While we hark 
back through its experiences we find many a 
duplication of Israel’s old time defeat at the 
hand of the men of Ai and, sad to say, for 
much the same reason. It would be difficult 
to find a better description of our deflection 
and failure than we find in the words of 
Achan, “I saw, I coveted, I took, I hid.” In 
view of certain broken resolutions, it is pre- 
eminently fitting for us to inquire, as did 
Joshua, the possibility of turning defeat into 
is tremen- 


of silver 


victory. The momentum of evil 
dous. On the down grade speed is rapidly 
increased. It is not difficult to hold the 


toboggan at the top of the slide, but it takes 
both force and fearlessness to stop it when 
once under way. Right now is a good time 
to call a halt upon any tendency or move- 
ment contrary to the will of God. It is 
worth while to take an inventory to see 
where we stand as to spiritual relations and 
assets. Before the new year opens, we must 
be right with God and with ourselves, or we 
will make sorry work of the coming year. 
No more helpful intellectual or spiritual ex- 
ercise can be recommended than a considera- 
tion of the great campaign of conquest under 
Captain Joshua. The world has known many 
campaigns of occupation but not one in all 
human history was fraught with such great 
consequences as the conquest of Canaan. 
TASK. 

Defeat is humiliating. Presumption gave 
place to caution. In the first attack of Ai 
only a handful of men were deemed necessary. 
Every fighting man is called to the battle 
front in the second attack. The enemy had 
at least commanded respect. Much is gained 


A STUPENDOUS 


when we learn to properly estimate the 
strength of temptation. God gives no en- 
couragement either to indolence or self-in- 


dulgence, and his intervention can only be 
expected when we have exhausted the re- 
sources at our command. Both strategy and 
strength are employed in the new attempt 
to capture Ai. By a feint and an ambuscade 
the city is taken. There is a definite relation 
between venality and vulnerability. Evil 
usually secures its own defeat through over 
Organized vice is forever leaving 
exposed behind it citadels which it thinks 
have been thoroughly won. The men of Ai 
followed the retreating army of Israel sup- 
posing the retreat was genuine. They turned 
to discover their city in flames. They were 
thrown into a panic and their entire army 
utterly annihilated. Joshua 8: 11-29. 

TO GOD. 


confidence. 


GIVING GLORY 


After Jericho where God did all the work, 
the army was boastful of its own successes. 
After Ai where the army did all the work 
under divine direction the General calls the 
troops to the altar to give thanks to God 
for the victory. 8:30-35. This was a good 


Note.—International 
for December 28, 1913. 

Substitute for the 
Joshua 8 to 24. 


Sunday-school lesson 


Review. Scripture— 


omen. It promised well for fiifther engage- 
ments, “Not by might nor by power, but 
by my spirit saith the Lord.” r defeats 


would be fewer and our successes larger if 
our expressions of gratitude were more con- 
stant and our recognition. of the divine 
arm more complete. Too often prosperity 
chokes out prayer. The altar at Ebal where 
Joshue inseribed the law in accordance with 
the command of Moses, rebuked all self- 
assertiveness and lifted the faith of the army 
of Israel from the implements of war to the 
source of power. The erected altar and the 
uplifted prayer constitute the real ground 
for the hope of lasting conquest. 
THE GIBEONITE ARTIFICE. 

Joshua 9: 26. The Gibeonites were an 
observant people. They had their ear to the 
ground and heard the tramp of the coming 
army. Reputation is a wonderful thing. It 
outruns the swiftest racer. It carries the 
voice of the orator a thousand leagues be- 
yond his visible audience. It precedes the 
army in the march. It paves the way for 
victory or defeat. The Gibeonites had heard 
of Og and Sihon and the Jordan and Jericho 
and Ai, but they had heard something more, 
they had been told of that striking pro- 
nouncement and promise which guaranteed 
to the Israelites the successful conquest of 
Canaan. By a clever artifice they proposed 
to insure themselves against the consequences 
of the promise of. Jehovah. They accepted 
the proverb that, “A living dog is better than 
a dead lion.” They were quite unable to 
understand the sentiment expressed so re- 
cently by the wife of that noble Indiana 
editor who, when told that her husband’s 
opposition to the saloon was likely to cause 
him his life, replied, “I had rather be the 
widow of a dead hero than the wife of a 
living coward.” Ambassadors from the Gib- 
eonites went to Joshua clad in old clothes, 
with moldy bread and every evidence of hav- 
ing come on a long journey and asked for a 
league of peace. Accepting their statement 
the league was made, but when the ruse was 
discovered they were doomed to perpetual 
servitude. It is a striking commentary on 
Joshua’s estimate of a vow that though he 
had been deceived he stood by the agreement 
made with the Gibeonites. Joshua 9: 26. 
“Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord, 
who shall stand in his holy place? He that 
sweareth to his own:hurt and changeth not.” 

THE CONFEDERACY OF KINGS. 

Joshua 9. Five great kings of southern 
Palestine now determined to punish the 
Gibeonites for their capitulation and cove- 
nant with Israel. Their armiés, have gath- 
ered for their work of destruction. They had 
not reckoned with the intrepid commander of 
the Hosts of the Lord. They had no idea 
that simply because of a promise the Gibeon- 
ites would find in Israel an ally rushing to 
their defence. They never dreamed that the 
undisciplined troops of the invading crowd 
could stand for a moment before their own 
veterans in war. The celerity of Joshua 
completely diseoncerted them. By a forced 
night march he rushed his army to the de- 
fence of the besieged people. Like the eagle 
shooting from the upper sky upon its prey 
he descended upon the five kings, put them to 
confusion and their entire armies to rout. 
The army of Israel was not left unaided. 
God’s reserves in battle were called forth. 
Joshua 10:11. A violent storm of great hail 
stones smote more of the enemy than did the 
sword of Joshua. In the entire Old Testament 
narrative of the deeds of valorous heroes the 
declarations of faith and the audacious claims 
upon Jehovah for co-operation, none com- 
pares in significance and splendor with the 
portrayal of the great hero and commander 
of the Battle of the Five Kings, as he stood 
looking out upon the Vale of Ajalon and 
cried, “Sun, in Gibeon be still, 
and moon, in the Vale of Ajalon. And the sun 
was still and the moon stood until a nation 
was avenged of its enemies. Is not this 
written in the book of the upright? And 
the sun stood in the midst of heaven and did 
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not haste to dawii as a perfect day. And 
there was, not a @ay/like that before or after 
it for Jehovah to hearKen to ‘thé ‘voice ‘of*a 
man, for Jehovah fought for Israel.” We 
have given here the literal translation. ~The 
book of Jasher, from which this is quoted 
was doubtless a book of national songs. It 
is simply stated that Joshua made his de: 
mand that the sun and the moon must not 
set until he had accomplished his work. He 
had daylight until his work was finished. 
The statement has all the liberty of poetic 
expression and adornment. It is like the 
statement that “The stars in their courses 
fought against Sisera.” The great lesson 
is one of Divine co-operation. We are not 
required for a single moment to suppose that 
the sun literally stopped in his course and 
that the whole solar system was interrupted 
and halted. There would be nothing impos: 
sible about this, but there was nothing in the 
occasion to warrant it. 
SUCCESSFUL SIEGES. 

Many a success is lost because not followed 
up. Joshua immediately laid successful siege 
to Makkedah and Libnah and Lachish and 
Eglon and Hebron and Debir. The strong- 
holds one after another fell into the hands 
of Joshua. The subjugation was complete 
now of the South Country all the way from 
Gibeon to Gaza. The reason of the success 
is clearly stated, “Because the Lord God of 
Israel fought for Israel.” It is the only basis 
of hope for nations and for causes and for 
individuals. The self impartation of God 
is the real ground of all human prosperity. 


THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS, 


Joshua 11. The success of Joshua sur’ 
prised and startled all the nations of North- 
ern Canaan. By Jabin, the King of Hazor, 
the chief commander and leader, the league 
of nations was effected. Lake Merom was 
the place of rendezvous. The time had come 
when if ever the invasion of Israel must be 
stopped. Kings long in antagonism with 
each other united together for the common 
cause of defense in the expectation of ex- 
terminating the new-comers from the land- 
They must be driven back across the Jordat 
and into the desert and destroyed. They 
were unable to account for the success ot 
the arms of Joshua. How with an inexpe- 
rienced army he was able to win sucie 
victories baffled all attempt at explanation. 
Whatever the reason, the advance must be 
resisted and his power overcome. It was @ 
great‘ army that assembled at Lake Merom. 
In Numbers it is described as the sand of 
the sea upon the shore. Numbers count for 
nothing against the purposes of God. In 
addition to the infantry we read, “They had 
also horses and chariots very many.” The 
army was well equipped. It far exceeded 
Israel in numbers. For the first time the 
army of Joshua was to stand face to face 
with a vast host prepared with all the mu- 
nitions of war. As Ewald says, “Unequalled 
in arms and tactics they could oppose to the 
Canaanites only courage and contidence.” Just 
at the opportune moment came a new sign of 
assurance. V. 6. “And the Lord said unto 
Joshua, ‘Tomorrow about this time will I 
deliver up all, slain before Israel.’” In the 
Hebrew the word “I” is emphatic. One 
word seems to express the pre-eminent char- 
acteristic of Joshua. It is the word “sud- 
denly.” The narrative reads, “So Joshua 
came and all the people of war with him 
against them suddenly, and they fell upon 
them.” Then follows the statement of the 
great victory. The league of nations had 
counted as nothing against Joshua’s league 
with God. We are not to suppose the success 
was all gained in a single battle. It was @ 
long war. V. 18. The campaign continued 
until the entire northern Palestine had beer 
subjugated. In a general way, it could be 
said that the Land of Palestine was in the 
possession of the people of Promise. Re- 
turning from the north, insurrections were 
suceessively overcome, cities were retaken, 
the anakim were subjugated, the giants that 
had terrified Israel were destroyed. Ther 
came the long desired peace. Joshua 14:14. 
The hero of a hundred battles had accom- 
plished his task. In spite of all his successes 


the Lord said. “There remaineth yet very 
much land to be possessed.” 
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ECAUSE of the great interest shown 
in our new weekly for adult and 
young people’s classes, we have 





decided to enlarge upon our original 
plans. More pages and a cover, which 
you see on this page, are features of our 
revised paper. The enthusiastic words 
of praise of ‘‘The Conquest’’ are many. 























































We print a few of them on page 2 of this 
issue. Try ‘‘The Conquest’’ in your adult 
or young people’s class during first quar- 
ter, 1914, at our special introductory rate 
of 10 cents per subscription. (Regular 
price, 50 cents per year.) 
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They Were Surprised! 


Some of the schools that have recently adopted the Bethany System of Sunday 
School Literature stated that they were surprised upon examining this fine line 


of texts. 


They had no idea the Bethany System was so nearly perfect. 


Other 


schools are receiving such a revelation daily. Note what the leaders say of 


The Bethany System 


“Nothing Could Pry Us Loose” 

We began using the Bethany Graded Lessons at their first 
issuance and have increased the supply from year to year 
as the literature for all grades was published. There is noth- 
ing in the series that is not now used by our school. Nothing 
could pry our superintendents and teachers loose from these 
lessons. They meet the needs of pupils of all years and 
make the teacher’s work a joy. We have no word with 
which to express our satisfaction with the series. 

H. H. HARMON, 
First Church, Lincoln, Neb. 


“As Nearly Perfect as Can Be” 

We have used the Bethany Graded Lessons for three years, 
and the longer we use them the better we like them. They 
are the latest and test thing in Sunday-school material, and 
when all of the text books have been prepared it will offer a 
Sunday-school course as nearly perfect as can be. They cer- 
tainly make teaching and learning easy, and cover in a most 
adequate way the whole ground of education in Christian 
service. The teachers’ text books are especially valuable and 
constitute in themselves a course in Sunday-school pedagogy. 

H. D. C, MACLACHLAN, 
Seventh Street Church, Richmond, Va. 


“Thoroughly Edited” 


I have recently had the pleasure of examining closely a set 
of the Bethany Graded Lessons, together with a recent copy 
of “The Conquest.” I want to congratulate you upon the 
high quality of this literature. It is certainly a great satis- 
faction to feel that we are now able to put into the hands of 
all our Sunday-school pupils, material so splendidly classified 
and so thoroughly edited as is the above mentioned. 

L. J. MARSHALL, 
Pastor Wabash Ave. Church, Kansas City, Mo. 


“We Would Not Turn Back” 


We are using the Bethany Graded Lessons. We would not 
turn back. The service our Sunday-school specialists are giv- 
ing us as represented in this course is making a new day in 
religious education. FINIS IDLEMAN, 

Pastor Central Church, Des Moines, Ia. 


“Unanimously the Bethany Series” 

After a campaign led by Miss Eva Lemert of Kansas City, 
Mo., resulting in the thorough grading and departmentizing 
of the school, we had to decide the matter of graded helps. A 


committee of three was appointed, consisting of the pastor, 
superintendent and one member of the Executive Committee. 
This committee made an individual examination of lesson 
helps and decided unanimously in favor of the Bethany series, 
arriving at their decisions independently and solely upon the 
merits of the literature. So far as I know these lessons are 


giving entire satisfaction. 
EDGAR DeWITT JONES, 
Pastor First Church, Bloomington, III. 


“Nothing to Compare With Them” 


We have been using the Bethany Graded Lessons from the 
time you began to publish them and we are very highly 
pleased with them. We have often had occasion to compare 
them with the publications of other houses and thus far can 
say we have found nothing that compares with them. I am 
teaching a young men’s class in the course, “The World a 
Field for Christian Service.” and am glad to say that it 
seems to me the best adapted for young men of high school 
age of all courses I have ever seen. My class is becoming 
very enthusiastic over it. P. J. RICE, 

Pastor First Church, El Paso, Tex. 


“Have Created Enthusiasm” 

Over a year ago our school adopted the Bethany Graded 
Lessons, upon vote of our teachers, who had examined per- 
sonally the texts for their respective grades. They are a 
delight to all. The missionary lessons appeal very strongly 
to pupils and teachers. The first year Senior ledsons have 
created enthusiasm on the part of both pupils and teachers 
I most heartily commend the Bethany Graded Lessons to all 
who may think of grading their schools or have found other 
lessons unsatisfactory. T. E. WINTER, 

Pastor First Church, Fulton, Mo. 


“Delighted” 


Our Sunday-school, which has lately begun the use of the 
Bethany Graded Lessons, seems to be delighted with them. 
I have heard no word of unfavorable criticism and very many 
words of appreciation. Our teachers like the form and ma- 
terial of these lessons. GRAHAM FRANK, 

Pastor Liberty, Mo. * 


“Best on the Market” 


We consider the Bethany Graded Lessons for the Beginners 
and Primary department the best on the market of our own 
brotherhood and second to none of other communions. Con- 
gratulations! J. J. TISDALL, 

Pastor Wilson Avenue Church, Columbus, 0. 


Let this literature speak for itself 
Send for samples today 
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